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Blasphemy or artistry? Darrin 
Hagen chats with Edmonton’s 
erotic poet Timothy J. Anderson. 
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Benjamin Peters examines the 


de-ghettoization of gay films as seen in 
the mainstream releases The Opposite of 
Sex and (pictured above) High Art. 
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Poetically 
perverse? 


by Darrin Hagen 

In the fall of °97, a ripple in the Alberta 
publishing scene became a tidal wave of 
controversy. A book of erotic poetry by 
writer Timothy J. Anderson stood at the new 
centre of the age-old debate between artists 
and politicians, left- and right-wing, free 
speech and censorship. The book: Neurotic 
Erotica. The controversy: public money 
funding controversial homo art. 

The Alberta Report acquired a copy of 
the slim volume, and before you could say 
“fundamentalist extremism”, the cover of 
Neurotic Erotica was the cover story for 
Alberta Report. Inside the magazine, an 
excerpt of one of the poems was printed, 
charges of obscenity and blasphemy were 
aimed at Anderson, and the war was on. 
Politicians and artists lined up to defend or 
chastise Anderson and the company that 
published his poetry (The Books 
Collective). But first, Alberta Report 
fanned the flames of debate by sending two 
of the poems to every MLA in Alberta, as 
well as representatives of various right-wing 
groups around the province (including the 
notorious REAL Women). 

The poem that Alberta Report printed 
about Anderson (and 
subsequently faxed all over the province) is 
called “Boner”. It deals with a phone sex 
operator and her client, whom she has 
convinced that there’s a large horny dog in 
the room with her. Is the poem about phone 
sex fantasies or is it about bestiality? 
Having worked as a “conversationalist” for 
a short time, I read the poem and howled 
with laughter. Believing there is a dog in the 
room with that operator is about as informed 
as believing that all phone sex operators are 
“five-foot-four, with a twenty-five inch 
waist, luxurious blonde hair to my bum and 
a set of knockers out to here.” 

It’s been over a year since the release of 
The shy hasn’t fallen. 
The Books Collective is still going strong. 
And Timothy J. Anderson is still writing, 
performing and creating in The Big Onion. 
Survival in the arts scene is a full-time job. 
By publishing the excerpt out of context and 
without Alberta 
basically set itself up for a lawsuit. But for 
a solo artist to sue an organized right-wing 
religious magazine is a daunting task. “I 
still have two years to decide what to do 
about it,” said Anderson in our 
conversation. 

What’s it like to be attacked on the 
basis of what you’ve written? Having been 
reviewed by Alberta Report myself, I can 
testify that the anticipation is worse than the 
reality. But I got off easy. I was dismissed 


in its -article 


Neurotic Erotica. 


permission, Report 
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Timothy }. And exs6 n 


as a flaky, feminine creature with as much 
power in this world as any other woman. 
The reviewer (a man) even said that “Hagen 
makes a better woman that a writer.” 
(Someone needs to get out more!) 

In preparing for their report on 
Anderson, Alberta Report sank to some new 
depths. I recall an afternoon when a local 
entertainment rag called my house to say, 
“They’re phoning us asking what Timothy 
J. Anderson looks like.” Apparently, 
Anderson had refused to supply them with 
his actor’s resume photo, so the magazine 
had sent photographers to lurk outside his 
residence and his place of employ to snap a 
paparazzi-style shot of him in action. 
Needless to say, all of the theatres and 
magazines in town refused to supply any 
info about Anderson’s description, and the 
article ran with no photo. 

“Their refusal to respect my request 
was shocking. It was a security issue. I 
didn’t want to be identified in their 
magazine in the context they were planning. 
The threat of attack was real.” 

So how did it feel to be at the center of 
all that fuss? 

“T felt angry. The attack wasn’t on me, 
or the book, but on the government for 
allowing a book like mine to be published. I 
was more than ready to defend my work, but 
I was given no forum, because it became a 
government issue. I felt used: my art 
became a tool for someone else’s agenda. 


The book being attacked was never 
addressed again.” 
Anderson also says that many 


immediately distanced themselves from the 
book and from himself. One notable 


...continued on Page 5 
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exception was Laurie Blakeman, the Liberal 
Culture Critic and Anderson’s MLA. “She 
did her homework and went to bat on the 
issue. She supported and defended me, and 
was concerned for my well-being.” 

And now, a year later, Anderson has 
been nominated for an award for his operatic 
murder-mystery Fringe hit, The Fourth 
Tenor. The Sterling Awards are Edmonton’s 
version of the Tonys, as the theatrical 
’ element of Edmonton’s arts scene celebrates 
its survival. Despite the many writing 
awards Anderson has received, this is his 
first Sterling nomination. 

The Fourth Tenor is about “opera, 
murder, T.S. Eliot and aerobics”. It played 
during last summer’s Fringe Festival as the 
first downtown BYOV (Bring Your Own 
Venue). The setting: All Saints Anglican 
Cathedral. “It was actually the church’s 
idea—they approached me. They’re a very 
open congregation.” 

Anderson wrote the play utilizing 
operatic material and the musical talents of 
organist Jeremy Spurgeon. The play was a 
hit; lunchtime crowds packed the church 
and listened to world-class opera in a camp 
murder mystery setting. When the Sterling 
nominations were announced, The Fourth 
Tenor had racked up three nominations: 
Outstanding Fringe Production, Outstanding 
Director (Caroline Howarth) and 
Outstanding New Fringe Work, an award 
that goes to the playwright. (Last year’s 
winner was a charming little play about a 
drag queen’s life in Edmonton.) 

“Tm tickled pink,” says Anderson 
about the nomination. It’s his first, even 
though he has been involved in several 
Sterling hits in the past few years. “It’s 
special because it’s recognition from your 
own artistic community.” 
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What’s next? Why, the Fringe, of 
course. For an artist in Edmonton, the 
Fringe Festival is the ultimate testing ground 
for new work. And after the success of The 
Fourth Tenor, Anderson will reunite with 
the original cast for a remount, and a sequel! 
“Same cast, different Diva,’ quips 
Anderson, who will be playing the lead this 
time. The play, also taking place in All 
Saints Anglican Cathedral, is Farelinelli, 
and will deal with church politics, church 
music and vocal hygiene. 

‘The young man who would drive his 
parents crazy singing about cows because 
“that’s what I could see while we were 
driving” has now written a book of poetry, a 
novel, and a novella. He has written twenty 
plays, thirteen of which have been 
produced. He has composed song cycles, 
church and opera music. And now he, along 
with his partner of seven years, author and 
publisher Candas Jane Dorsey, is a 
publisher. Slipstream Books, an imprint of 
The Books Collective, is their newest 
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venture in Edmonton. A self-categorized 
“alternative press’, the little company has 
made big news with Neurotic Erotica and 
my own The Edmonton Queen. 

Anderson has another book which is 
currently making the rounds of publishers. 
Resisting Adonis is heavy on the homoerotic 
content. In fact, one of the lead characters is 
a black rubber dildo. “Im a 


Darrin Hagen is a freelance artiste in 
Edmonton. He was recently voted “Third 
Sexiest Woman in Edmonton” in SEE 
Magazine’s Best Of Edmonton Reader’s 
Poll. 

Neurotic Erotica is available at 
Chapters Bookstores in Edmonton and 
Calgary and Orlando Books in Edmonton. 


comedy writer,” he claims, “but a 
lot of people don’t get that from my 
work.” Indeed, as I was laughing 
out loud at poems in Neurotic 
Erotica, others were crying 
“pervert!”. Anderson says that 
after submitting a particularly 
“fluffy” piece to a producer, the 
comment he got back was “this is a 
scathing indictment of modern 
society.” His work is written with 
irony; however, it often isn’t 
received that way. 

Expect even bigger noise in 
the future. 
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Wet, wild, and very well-attended is 
the best way to sum up the fifth annual 
Canadian Rockies International Rodeo. 

Between traditional competitive 
events and such attractions as comedian 
Suzanne Westenhoefer and the Saturday 
night mega hoe-down, this year’s rodeo 
attracted a record number of attendees 
despite inclement weather. Suzanne 
entertained over 550 people with more than 
an hour of raucous comedy in Driftwood 
Hall on the Friday evening. Saturday night 
saw a record-breaking crowd, 1200 strong, 
at the main dance, two-stepping long into 
the night. 

For those who were not part of the 
action, Outlooks has compiled a souvenir 
postcard, of sorts, to highlight this ever- 
growing annual event. 


SPOT THE BULL! 


Congratulations to the ARGRA executive, 


volunteers, and sponsors, including: 
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by Shelagh Anderson, te 

Factors such as renovating your 
abode, moving, career change, or the 
exchange rate on the dollar sucking 
soooo bad can limit your decision on 
where to get away this summer. If you 
are keen on staying in Canada in a tent 
surrounded by jovial gay men and 
women, you might want to give 
Spring Valley Guest Ranch in the 
Cypress Hills of Saskatchewan a try. 
Every year host Jim Saville puts on 
one helluva event with his "gays only" 
weekend, and this year (July 31 - 
August 3) proves to be no exception. 

Outdoor hot tubs, volleyball, 
horse drawn hayrides and hiking are 
just a few options available to pass the 
time away during your stay. The 
Cypress Hills Provincial Park is also 
just a few minutes away for those who 
wish to take time out for a swim. The 
days are loosely scheduled enabling 
you to do as little or as much as you 
desire. 

New this year is a Medieval Feast 
for Saturday evening, followed by an 
outdoor dance complete with a cash 


DRESSING ROOM OF THE STARS—ARGRA members Lori Andrews (left) 
and Judy Munson (right) flanking funny girl Suzanne Westenhoefer. 
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bar. Costumes are highly 
recommended and prizes will be 
awarded for the best. 

Last year Mychelle, Carol 
McPherson and I attended the Guest 
Ranch and were delighted to meet 
people from all across Canada, a lot 
who have become regulars over the 
years. There was a comfortable mix 
of men and women, and _ the 
atmosphere remained healthy and 
positive throughout the entire 
weekend. 

For those interested in attending, 
Jim has reasonably priced weekend 
packages, which include seven 
fabulous meals. In-house 
accommodations are available, but 
unless you have booked a room 
already you will have to bring your 
own tent, camper, RV, etc. Good- 
natured pets are welcome, however 
we did hear coyotes howling in the 
distance at night. 

For more information contact Jim 
at (306) 295-4124. 


BEST ALL AROUND: 

Women: Desiree Gronwald, ARGRA 
Men: Chuck Browning, Arizona 
BREAKAWAY ROPING; 

Women: Desiree Gronwaid, ARGRA 
Men: Slim Pickens, Alberta 

CALF ROPING ON FOOT: 

Women: Carolyn Angene, Colorado 
Men: Kixx Stanley, California : 
BULL RIDING: 

Frank Elam Jr., Texas 

BAREBACK RIDING: 

Women: Launa Stang, ARGRA 
Men: Chuck Browning, Arizona 
CHUTE DOGGING: : : 
Women: Desiree Gronwald, ARGRA — 
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1998 RODEO RESULTS 
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Men: David Westman, Colorado 

BARREL RACING: 

Women: Desiree Gronwald, ARGRA 

Men: John Beck, Colorado 

FLAG RACING: : 

Women: Desiree Gronwald, ARGRA 

Men: John Beck, Colorado 

POLE BENDING: 

Women: Desiree Gronwald, ARGRA 
~ Men: Slim Eten, Alberta 


The team of Chuck Browning and Baan Helander 
won for both Goat Dressing and Steer seine 
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PUBLISHER’S COLUMN 


by Roy Heale 

Wow! What a Pride celebration to 
be proud of! This year the Pride Calgary 
executives, committee members and 
countless .volunteers surely have a 
reason to look back with pride on a job 
well done. Albertans from Calgary and 
around the province flocked to the host 
of fun activities that made it a nine-day 
festival of wonderful memories, good 
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Tireless Pride 


times and happy reunions. With so many 
changes to traditional events, new 
activities and community parties the 
organizational challenges were 
enormous. 

Many of the organizers were new to 
such roles and without preconceived 
idea's a fresh outlook was developed for 
all Pride projects resulting in greatly 
successful, well attended, well organized 
Pride celebrations. Hats off to everyone; 
take a bow and start thinking of 1999. 

If that was not enough to make June 
a great month, the ARGRA rodeo 
followed Pride Week with their fifth 
annual weekend at Symons Valley 
Ranch. Again, the rodeo was great, 
Suzanne Westenhoefer a superb addition 
to the festivities, and the dance proved to 
be the usual kick-up-your-heels start to 
the summer. 

With record attendance at so many 
events—the Pride Parade & Street Fair 
had over 1200 attendees, the Pride 
Dance just over 1600 attendees (a 40% 
increase over 1997)—one can definitely 
say that gays and lesbians in this 
province are out and proud. 
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NATIONAL 
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Lesbians, Gay Men 
and Bisexuals 
in Canada 


Ne 


CE QUESTIONNAIRE EST AUSSI DISPONIDLE EN FRANCASS, 


EGALE NATIONAL SURVEY 

For the first time in Canada, our 
community has the opportunity to gather 
reliable information about ourselves at a 
national level. This survey is about you 
and your experiences as a lesbian, gay or 


Hospitals g 


Lougheed Flowers 
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405) 200-1946 


bisexual person in Canada. So now it’s 
time to show your pride and be counted 
just as in the federal 
national census. The survey is totally 
anonymous, completely confidential and 
free to return by mail. EGALE (Equality 
for Gays and Lesbians Everywhere) is 
coordinating the distribution of the 
survey and they can be reached at 1-888- 
204-7777 (toll free) for 
information and how to obtain 
booklet. Until 
information on our community has been 
very hard to find. In order to effectively 
lobby understand 
ourselves or accurate 
data it is important for all of us across 
Canada to participate in this survey. 
Stand up today and be counted for future 
benefits to us all. 

June has set the tone, given us the 
momentum and now it’s for 
everyone to enjoy those golden days of 
summer. To all the volunteers at Pride 
Calgary and ARGRA, we thank you for 
donating your time to bring us all 
together so that we may look forward to 
a continued summer full of fun times 
with good friends. 
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Vancouver gears up 
for 20th anniversary 
Pride Week 


Several recent planning setbacks have 
not dampened expectations that 
Vancouver’s Pride Week will break all 
previous numbers for attendance. 

Pride Week, being held July 25 - 
August 3, 1998, will be the 20th 
anniversary of the event. 

On March 30, the Vancouver Pride 
Society announced that they had decided 
not to pursue their application to have a 
250-seat beer garden on Sunset Beach 
during Pride Weekend. Vancouver’s 
Festival Committee had presented concerns 
relating to security, crowd control, long 
lineups, and neighborhood complaints as a 
result of the proposed garden. 

As a result, “the costs didn’t justify the 
means,” said Barbara Snelgrove, media 
liaison for the Vancouver Pride Society. 

“The money made [at the beverage 
garden] probably would have gone toward 
extra policing anyhow.” 

The Society stressed, however, that the 
garden was not integral to the planned 
celebrations. 


The next day after the cancellation of 


the beer garden was announced, the Society 
was forced to cancel a black-tie fundraising 


event, which would have been held on 
April 4. 
As of the Tuesday 


before the event, only one- 
third of the 150 tickets had 
been sold. The event would 
have included a five-course 
dinner, ballroom dancing, 
music of 
Vancouver’s Dal Richards 
and his Orchestra. 
with so few of 


and the 


However, 
the $100 
tickets sold, the Society had 


VANCOUVER 


Roe 


traditional events, including a high-heel 
toss, a drag race, and a noodle slurp. This 
event will have a beverage garden. 

¢ The Pride Parade will take place on 
Sunday, August 2. 

e Immediately following the parade, 
the Society will hold a concert and festival 
at Sunset Beach. This year’s concert offers 
the widest selection of musicians VPS has 
ever assembled: Carole Pope, Yve, and Tara 
McClean. The festival site boasts the 
largest selection of booths and vendors that 
they have ever had. 

Further details will be posted on the 
Vancouver Pride Society website at 
http://www.vanpride.org, as they become 
confirmed. 


—Mike Rieger, with files from VPS 


to cancel the event. 

other Pride 
events eagerly anticipated 
will include: 

e The annual Pride 
Sports Picnic will be held at 
12 pm, Saturday, July 25 at 
the Prospect Point Picnic 
Area. The picnic will send 
Team Vancouver off to the 
Gay Games in style, with a 
relay race, volleyball, tug-of- 
war, slo-pitch—and less 


However, 
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Announcement, tae eo selected to ae cartoon. 


appear at Out On Screen: Vancouver's 
Queer Film Festival in August. 
The short cartoon will appear in 
both the Animation and Made 
in Vancouver programs. This is 
the second year animation has 
appeared at the annual festival, 
now in its eleventh year. 

“To be able to premiere my 
film in my hometown queer 
filmfest is very exciting,” said | 
Filipenko. “Of course, Pll 
probably watch it through dark 
glasses and under a concealing 
trenchcoat.” 

The result of five months’ 
work, A Public Service 
Announcement was Filipenko’s | 


287-3880 
#20, 2439 - 54th Avenue S.W., 
Calgary, Alberta TSE 1M4 


Fax: (403) 287-3876 Toll Free: 1-800-830-9430 


Email: brijohn @ cadvision.com 


oC. an incredible view 


9712 - 111 Street, Edmonton 


RESERVATIONS ACCEPTED 


482-6402. 


Happy the fesblan on n her ectuitnanh 
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Big Haired Lesbians invade Banff festival 


The Banff Television Festival, that 
sea of schmooze for global producers and 
broadcasters, took a sharp turn to the left, 
thanks to Jacquie Lawrence, a Deputy 
Commissioning Editor for the UK’s 
Channel Four Television. 

The TV With An 
Attitude, a spirited seminar highlighting 
and 


occasion was 


directors, producers, artists 
broadcasters who discussed topics like 


sex, gender and politics. 


Ms. Lawrence’s primary 
responsibility is for alternative 
programming. Channel Four has a 


mandate to provide broadcasting for 
‘minority’ audiences. Gay and lesbian 
audiences satisfy that definition. Hence 
she’s charged with the responsibility of 
building a portfolio of gay programs. 
Invasion of The Big Haired Lesbians is 


just a sample of the work she 
commissions. 
It seems that every year, in 


conjunction with the Dinah Shore golf 
classic, hundreds of lesbians migrate from 
across the continent to this golf-fest. It’s 
parties, not putters, which prove to be the 
main attraction. 

Memorable bit: two very uptown 
blondes slink out of their convertible in 
front of the hotel. The announcer 
approaches. “Hi, how you doing? We’re 
here filming Invasion of The Big Haired 
Lesbians.” Yo which the driver responds 
with a _ hint of and 
bewilderment, “I don’t have big hair.” 
“Oh, honey,” replies the hostess, “it’s 
pretty big.” 

Big Haired Lesbians didn’t cause a 
ruffle was aired in the 
designated gay and lesbian program 
stream. Moving gay programming into 
the mainstream can provoke a very 
different response. 

That’s what happened when Channel 
4 decided to enter the game show genre 
with a gay twist. As I remember, the 
show was called something like The 
Coming In Show, in which panels of 
contestants had to answer each other’s 
questions on gay related issues. Very 


indignation 


because it 


Cruise 
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funny, but requiring an experienced hand. 
As Ms. Lawrence explained so succinctly, 
“if youre going to get into genre ing, 
you'd better understand the genre you’re 
f**king, or you'll be f**ked before you 
begin.” 

The response to the first show was 
loud immediate. Some favorable 
response, but mainly a mix of indignation 
and outrage. One of the funniest quips 
came from Ms. Lawrence herself. When 
reporting one viewer’s response, “I’m 
sick of having lesbians shoved down my 
throat,’ Ms. Lawrence offered the quick 
retort, “Something youll never hear me 
say.” 

Also on the festival podium were 
Christroph Jorg from La Sept ARTE, 
France, and Ian Rashdid, a noted English 
screenwriter. They presented an 
interesting and varied collection of 
alternative works, including a film on gay 


and 


“CURTIS 
DELL 


TO GET YOUR WORD 
OUT ON THE STREET, 
ADVERTISE IN 


+ Our circulation is 20,000 copies, 12 issues per year 

+ Our target market is the estimated 240,000 gay 
men & lesbians in the province of Alberta 

+ We have 190 distribution points in Edmonton, 
Calgary, and five rural Alberta towns 

- We have 40 out-of-province distribution points 

+ All advertisers receive free exposure on our web- 


site, which averages 691 hits per day 


Contact DouG McDOUGALL 
or Curtis DELL AT 


228-1157 


TOLL FREE 1-888-228-1157 


Africa and some brilliant serialized 
television clips, illustrating how gay 
issues were interwoven into mainstream 
programs in an intelligent, human and 
often humourous way. 

There are many highlights that 
emerge through the blur of beer, canapés 
and conferences at Banff. TV With An 
Attitude is just one of them. It is, 
however, one I didn’t expect and one 
that’s worth remembering. 

One final postscript. When a member 
of the audience posed the question, “What 
sort of programming are you looking 
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for?” Jacquie Lawrence replied in a 
heartbeat, “I’m after something that will 
make Trainspotting look like f**king 
Bambi.” Now that’s attitude. 

—Terry Belleville 
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by John Coulbourn 

These days, there’s a line from a 60’s 
song by Country Joe and the Fish that keeps 
running around in my mind, proving 
conclusively that: (a) ’m getting a trifle 
long in the tooth; and (b) nature does indeed 
abhor a vacuum. 

It’s from the J Feel Like I’m Fixin’ To 
Die Rag, and for those of you with failing 
memories—or birthdates after 1967—1it 
goes something like this: “And it’s one, two, 
three, what are we fighting for...” 

Penned as part of the anti-Vietnam War 
groundswell that defined the ‘60s, it asks a 
question that, in fact, should be asked of any 
group determined to effect change. 

That includes us—and as we continue 
to win battle after battle in an ongoing 
struggle for self-respect, it’s a question that 
becomes even more crucial for a gay 
community on the threshold of victory. 

What indeed are we fighting for? 

Equal rights? 

Of course. 

The right to live our lives in dignity, 
free from the fear of persecution, 
prosecution and worse? 

Undoubtedly. 

A society free of ignorance? 

A tad lofty perhaps, but hey, why the 
hell not? 


Outlooks columnist 
3 nalpast is taking his 


Distinctly equal 


Sadly, however, it sometimes seems 
that all we’ ve been fighting for is the right to 
be every bit as anal and judgmental, every 
degree as intolerant, as straight society. 

How else can we explain the ongoing 
prejudice within our community? 

-As any leather queen will tell you, their 
type of gay is unquestionably a step up 
from those silly drag queens, while drag 
queens will assure you that it is their style 
of queer in the vanguard of social action. 

Meanwhile, lipstick lesbians seem to 
think they have a leg up (you should pardon 
the expression) on the dykes-on-bikes 
crowd and absolutely everybody looks 
down on swishy fems. We've already 


established a pecking order worthy of 


Chicken Little and we haven’t even 
touched on the whole promiscuity vs. 
commitment thing. The sky is falling, 
indeed. 

Lately, as well, there’s a type of gay 
activist that’s really been getting up my 
nose—the ones who snort with derision at 
the notion that gays have a right to form 
any sort of enduring union. 

Dismissing such unions as mere 
emulation of a straight society that has so 
long oppressed us, they insist that the 
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biggest threat facing gay culture today is 
the threat of assimilation. 

To them, every court victory is another 
step closer to us losing some sort of 
vitality—a nameless something that has 
kept the gay community vibrant over the 


past decades. We are getting too 
respectable, they insist. 
To which one can only reply, 


“Hogwash!” 

To be certain, history has proven that 
oppression does breed its own culture, but 
to suggest that we are in danger of being 
swallowed up, simply by achieving the 
rights to which our humanity, citizenship 
and taxes entitle us, is carrying things a 
trifle far. 

There may be some sort of legislation 
that could compel Billy and Bertha Baptist 
to welcome Leather Lawrence and Sidney 


the Swish as best buddies, but I can’t 
imagine it. 
In short, achieving equal rights is 


never going to make us part of the straight 
community and frankly, that’s not what 
we re after. 

And if anybody wants to ensure that 
we remain distinct from straight society, 
then let’s create a community of inclusion 


Proud sponsors of The Rocky Mountain Singers, ARGRA, 
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that embraces our instead of 
demeaning it. 

In a community like that, 
like this, Lord knows, 
mistake us for straight. 

John Coulbourn is a native Albertan 
who lived for many years in Calgary. He 
now makes his home in Toronto, where he 
covers the performing arts for the Toronto 
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by Deb Bridge 

In early June, I went to Winnipeg. 
Besides attending a technical 
communications conference and spending 
time with relatives, I had lunch with a gay 
lawyer I first ‘met’ through e-mail and, on 
my last night in the city, was taken by 
newfound friends Fred and Gord to Gio’s 
and Club 200, Winnipeg’s two main gay 
bars. They introduced me thus: “This is 
Deb; she’s from Calgary, writes for 
Outlooks (Outlooks is available there and 
has many regular readers), and has a gay 
son who’s a dancer and does drag.” 

I was thronged by people. Many were 
apologetic because there was no drag show 
that evening; apparently drag just isn’t 
done as regularly on the prairies as in the 
foothills. Others apologized because their 
city’s gay nightlife doesn’t offer much 
variety, and they said things like “Oh, 
Calgary’s gay community is much better 
than Winnipeg’s” or “You're so lucky to be 
in Calgary; their community is much more 
active than ours.” 

Their comments evoked memories 
closer to home... 

When Michael first went to Toronto, 
his calls to us were full of praise—he loved 
the National Ballet School and the gay 
community life on Church Street. He 
tolerated my ‘reports’ of our increasing 
involvement in the Calgary community 
with thinly-disguised boredom, born of his 
newly-discovered “Torontocentrism.” 
When he came home on breaks and visited 
Calgary’s gay places, he judged them 
against his experience in Toronto: “Yeah, 
Money-Pennies is okay, but it’s not Bar 
SOL 

It’s true—Winnipeg isn’t Calgary and 
Calgary isn’t Toronto. And none of them 
are cyberspace, where my appreciation of, 
and involvement in, the gay community 
began. 

It was the summer of 1995, and a dear 
friend and colleague had bequeathed her 
modem to us before leaving the country for 
a year. | was determined to learn how to 
“surf the ‘Net,’ and still remember the 
thrill I felt when I connected to the World 
Wide Web for the first time. My next 
decision was what to look for—English 
stuff (?'m a communications instructor), 
ballet stuff, or gay stuff? 

I tried English stuff, but it was, well... 
stuffy, and I was, after all, on vacation. I 
found a ballet e-mail list, and a nice dancer 
who’s been using computers for 20 years 
sent me my first e-mail and taught me a lot 
about ‘Netiquette.’ But I wasn’t interested 
in the details of the proper way to jeté, so I 
didn’t last there long. I did, however, 
‘meet’ someone who connected me with 
Mikhail Baryshnikov’s agent; that quest 
culminated, against all odds, in our being 
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A body of people 


given free tickets by ‘Misha’ himself (then 
Michael’s ballet “idol”) and meeting him 
backstage when he and the White Oak 
Dance Company performed here...but 
that’s another story. 

Finally, I looked for gay stuff, and 
found a list for gay youth and adult 
mentors/advisors. After a few days of 
reading posts, I wrote a brief introduction: 
“Hi. My name’s Deb. I’m the straight mom 
of a beautiful gay teenager who’s in 
Toronto. I’m not sure I’m in the right 
place.” 

I got 35 replies over three days. I 
remember one in particular from a gay guy 
in Virginia, which said “Honey, you’re in 
exactly the right place. Stay with us for a 
while; we need you here.” 

So I did, and ‘met’ a ton of people, one 
of whom was Calgary’s own J. Steve 
Mayo. Shortly after we began 
corresponding privately, he invited us to 
one of his infamous Sunday brunches in his 
tiny apartment on 17th Avenue, and 
suddenly our cyberspace community 
moved into the real world. 

Because of the Internet, I know gay 
and gay-supportive people across North 
America, like the lawyer I lunched with in 
Winnipeg—that was our first face-to-face 
meeting. Remind me someday to tell y’all 
about the possumoms, the group of PFLAG 
moms responsible for me attending my first 
PFLAG convention in Washington, D.C. in 
1996, none of whom I'd ever previously 
met in person. My e-mail community also 
enabled me to have Canadian 
Thanksgiving dinner in Maryland that 
weekend with a pile of Calgary gay chorus 
and swim club folks ’'d never met here— 
sometimes you have to leave home to meet 
people from home! 

My concept of community is very 
broad, and it’s more about people than 
places. One definition that appears in both 
The Merriam-Webster and Oxford 
dictionaries is that a community is “a body 
of people organized into a_ political, 
municipal, or social unity.” Another is that 
a community is “a body of people with 
something in common.” 

It doesn’t matter that Calgary doesn’t 
have a Church Street or that Winnipeg’s 
Gay Pride celebration is only one day long. 
What matters is the people, and the fact 
that we have a community. If you think 
about it in terms of the second 
definition—‘something in common’—we 
have a huge community. They don’t all 
frequent gay places or attend gay events, 
but they’re members of “the community” 
just the same, simply because they are gay, 
lesbian, bisexual, transgender, or g/I/b/t- 
supportive. 

Here’s my last story for this 
month...when I got back from Winnipeg 


and called Michael, who was still in 
Toronto and had to miss Pride Week here 
this year, I told him in much more detail 
about my “Winnipeg experience.” At the 
same time, I expressed some misgivings 
about Calgary’s then-upcoming 1998 Pride 
celebrations—no pre-parade rally, different 
parade route, street fair instead of resource 
fair and barbecue, different venue for the 
dance, etc. 

Bless his soul, my precious, formerly 
cocky, now-an-adult son—the one who, a 
few years ago, thought Toronto was the 
centre of the universe, said “But Mom, 
remember, everything has to _ start 
somewhere. I’ve heard that when Toronto 
Pride celebrations began, it was a one-day 
affair that hardly anyone attended, and 
there was no parade. Last year, Toronto’s 
parade was the biggest in the world! Give 
this a chance, Mom. It’s different, but it 
will lead to even greater things. Oh yeah... 
and could you put some money in my 
account? I love you.” 

Nowadays, he says “I love you” with 
feeling, and he embraces the Calgary 
community the same way, because he 
knows it’s about people—people he 
respects, admires, and loves. 


And guess what? Michael was right. 
Calgary’s 1998 Pride Week was the biggest 
and best ever, and next year’s, I’m sure, 
will be even better. 

We've come a long way, baby...or so 
the saying goes. Yes, I know we have a 
long way to go, but in the meantime, we are 
a functioning, dynamic body of people 
...and that requires no apology. 

Deb Bridge is a_ mother, 
communications instructor, writer, equal 
rights advocate/activist, and proud 
member of the cyberspace and real gay 
communities. She is also the president 
and online liaison of PFLAG 
Calgary—Parents, Families and Friends of 
Lesbians and Gays. Deb and her husband, 
Rick, can be reached at 286-4094, or by e- 
mail at pflag@canuck.com (Internet 
access courtesy of Canada Connect 
Corporation). 
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What happens when you take one editor, a handful of writers, friends, and a delicious local realtor on a whirlwind tour of Calgary’s patios? 
—Vida 


Everything—much of it too colourful to mention. Regardless, here are the results of Outlooks’ first annual parade of patios. 


1610 10th St. S.W. 

We named our kick-off spot the Stroll of a Thousand 
Eyes: although not technically a patio, the 300 m. strip of 
pavement along Tenth St. SW is one of Calgary’s busiest 
gaze (gays?) galleries. Cruisy and schmoozey, we all 
know this is one of the most prominent ‘see and be seen’ 
spots in the city. Part of the draw is the titillation factor for 
the closet crowd—sometimes just walking by or 
caffeinating oneself “in the company of wolves” is the 
final step towards heaven. 

Note: the look here is ‘calculated casual’—even the 
panhandlers in the area are “done”. To be avoided on 
laundry day. 


550 11th Ave. S.W. 


Adjacent to Electric Avenue, this is an oasis of gaiety 
in a street of shame—or at least shameless displays of 
heterodepravity. Make no mistake, regardless of 
“cultural” differences, the parade of rednecks and tight 
buttocks is, at very least, aesthetically gratifying. Scope 
the “talent” to your heart’s content from the comfort and 
safety of ’Hawk’s L-shaped terrace (it’s almost like being 
on safari). The staff members are fun—cute, flirtatious, 
and nothing if not genuinely attentive. Menu selections 
are as diverse and satisfying as the view—appetites of all 
sorts will be handily appeased. 


730 17th Ave. S.W. 


A fun spot. This outdoor terrace is a recent and welcome 
addition to the city’s patio landscape. Despite its location on 
17th Avenue, the atmosphere—hiteral and figurative—was not 
comprised mainly of exhaust or tire-flung gravel. Being 
seated next to the Jose Cuervo (Queervo?) waterfall instantly 
transported us to somewhere much more fun and carefree. 

Nibbly bits were good and generously portioned, but 
drinks ruled supreme, delivered by Paul, a mouthy and 
marvellous transplant from the east coast, and the infectiously 
ebullient Andrea. Seek them out and tip well—they’re worth 
it. We were also happy to see that Community spirit— 
ahem—was in far greater evidence than a mere 10 percent, 
despite being adjacent to Melrose’s own sports bar. Highly 
recommended. 


1800 4th St. S.W. 


As was the case with Grabba, this was a prime spot for a 
bit of social anthropology. Having recently moved from upper 
4th Street closer to 17th Avenue (former digs of the 
memorably skanky Combo House and several unmemorable 
eateries) Entre Nous’ patio exposed us to the best of both 
thoroughfare’s thoroughbred fare. Whiplash was a constant 
threat. 

This ample flagstone terrace, softened by greenery and 
colourful flowers, was a perfect place to settle in, enjoy a bit 
of brilliant paté and baguette, and truly relax. The 
surroundings alone are enough to inspire one to indulge in a 
few Big Pink Girl Drinks. And we did, joined by Entre Nous’ 
effervescent co-owner Kate King, who knows how to divide 
her undivided attention with generous and gracious equality. 
Put this one on the map, boys and girls. 


COMMU 
URITY 


111 15th Ave. S.W. 


Nowhere were the diverse colours of the rainbow 
community displayed so proudly or in such evidence than at 
Money-Pennies. Daddies, queens, twinkies, lesbians, 
ARGRA boys—the patio was peopled by those from all walks 
of gay life, from the truly noble to the downright piggish (see 
above). 

The outdoor experience here is very pleasant, as the patio 
is located at the rear of the restaurant and bordered by a small 
park thankfully distanced from 17th Ave. traffic. Money- 


Pennies is overwhelmingly comfortable, where calling the 
waiter “girlie” raises nary an eyebrow and being oneself is as 
required as a tie at the Petroleum Club. If Cheers had a queer 
counterpart, this would definitely be it. 


209 10th Ave. S.W. 


Once again, this was a very transporting experience. 
With an intimate tree’d rear patio, one could easily mistake the 
surroundings for a cozy neighbourhood pub in Key West or 
Cape Cod. If you close your eyes you can practically smell the 
seamen. Sorry. Backlot’s clientele, like Money-Pennies’, 
featured a refreshing diversity: from post-work suits to pre-bar 
twinks, it was a down-to-earth, honest crowd, pints and smiles 
all ‘round. 

This is another patio space removed from the street 
proper, the sound of birdsong and wind-in-the-trees 
interrupted only by the welcome wail of Donna Summer, 
creating a perfect blend of the relaxed and upbeat. It was also 
an appropriate destination for our “whistle-stop tour”: those 
who wanted to slip next door and continue in Boystown didn’t 
lose momentum and those opting out were not jarred from 
states of comfort by unduly loud music or an abundance of 
flashing lights. The perfect place to end, or begin, an evening. 
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Love without borders 


‘Changes here and abroad 


by Cindy Filipenko 

While on vacation in a foreign 
country you meet the man or woman of 
your dreams. After a couple of weeks of 
fun in the sun, you realize that what’s been 
going on is much more than a vacation 
fling. For the next couple of years, the two 
of you experience vacations back and 
forth, heart-attack phone bills and a 
growing love that refuses to be contained 
by borders. If you were straight the 
options would be clear, you’d have the 
automatic right to sponsor your spouse or 
fiancé to immigrate under the “family 
class” provision in the federal 
Immigration Regulations. But being gay 
means that the definition of spouse doesn’t 
apply to your beloved. What can you do? 

You can join the hundreds of 
Canadians — including NDP MP Svend 
Robinson — who have employed 
“humanitarian and compassionate (H&C) 
discretion” to enable their sponsorship of 
same-sex spouses wishing to immigrate to 
Canada. Since 1994, the Department of 
Citizenship and Immigration has 
recognized that the “separation or 
continued separation of same-sex 
spouses” is grounds for exercising H&C 
when determining the admissibility of an 
applicant for immigration into Canada. 
Prior to 1993, H&C was only taken into 
consideration when the person applying 
for immigration was residing in Canada. 
Today, Visa Offices outside of Canada 
have the authority to grant landing on 
H&C grounds. 

These changes within the Department 
of Citizenship and Immigration are largely 
the result of lobbying by the non-profit 
organization LEGIT (the Lesbian and Gay 
Immigration Task Force). Founded in 
Vancouver in 1991, LEGIT now also has 
chapters in Ottawa and Toronto, as well as 
a comprehensive website. The groups 
meet regularly and offer support and 
advice to men and women in the process 
of helping their partners immigrate. 
Utilizing LEGIT’s services it is possible 
for an individual to file the appropriate 
papers without having to consult a lawyer 
specializing in immigration, an 
undertaking that can cost several thousand 
dollars. 

Harvey Bronski*, a Vancouver 
businessman, elected to work with LEGIT 
to help his same-sex spouse immigrate 
from Mexico. Smith first met Jorge 
Valdez* in 1993 while vacationing in 
Puerto Vallarta. From 1993 to 1997, the 
men lived together more than 50 per cent 
of the year, either in Vancouver or Puerto 
Vallarta. The arrangement was difficult. 
The constant travel was expensive and the 
separations arduous. 
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Canada is in the minority of countries 


that offer same-sex couples immigration. 


Other countries which offer this provision 
in their immigration legislation are 
Australia, Denmark, Great Britain, New 
Zealand, Norway, Sweden and The 
Netherlands. 

Regulations for immigration vary 
greatly from country to country. For 
example, the 1995 change to Australian 
_ immigration law allows for someone in a 
same-sex relationship to be granted 
Australian residency within six months 
through an “interdependency” class of 
visa. However, recent changes to British 
immigration law requires that same-sex 
couples be able to demonstrate that they 
have been together in a stable relationship 
which has subsisted for four or more years 
and that they intend to continue to do so 
permanently. The changes to the 
Australian legislation treat gay and 
straight applicants equally, while the 
British legislation employs a double 
standard as the unmarried partner of a 


LEGIT-VANCOUVER 
P.O. Box 384 
Vancouver, BC 
V6C 2N2 
Email: dlerose@mindlink.bc.ca 


LEGIT WEBSITE: les LWW. ncf. relay ‘callreeportsocial. services/legitimenu | 


In 1996, the couple consulted a 
lawyer to examine their options. The 
anticipated costs were more than they 
could afford. A subsequent meeting with 
LEGIT renewed their hopes of one day 
being able to not only live together, but to 
live full lives with each of them being able 
to pursue their chosen careers. By doing 
their own paperwork, the men would save 
legal fees and would only incur the $350 
application filing cost (a fee which is non- 
refundable even if the application is not 
approved) and the $950 landing fee. 

In January of this year, Bronski 
returned to Mexico. He and Valdez 
travelled to the Canadian Immigration 
office in Mexico City where they began 
the process of securing Valdez’s 
immigration to Canada. Initially, they 
were told that they could not file in 
Mexico City. They cajoled an application 
form from the reluctant government 
official and returned to their hotel room. 
The next day they returned to the offices 
and met with another official who was 


heterosexual can apply after only two 
years of a “common law” relationship. 

There are similar inequities in 
Canadian law. Currently, Canadians 
wishing to sponsor a same-sex partner 
must apply on humanitarian and 
compassionate (H&C) grounds as 
Immigration Regulations’ “family class” 
does not extend to gays and lesbians. 
Under family class provisions 
heterosexuals have the automatic right to 
sponsor a spouse or fiancé. Each case in 
which a gay man or lesbian employs H&C 
grounds is examined individually, making 
it a discretionary process. 

However, this may soon change. In 
March, an Immigration Reviews 
Committee recommended that family 
class be extended to include gay men and 
lesbians. EGALE (Equality for Gays and 
Lesbians Everywhere) and LEGIT 
(Lesbian and Gay Immigration Task 
Force) were among the presenters at the 
March meeting in Ottawa. 

“For years, we have been struggling 
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sympathetic to their case and told them. 


that they could begin 
immediately. 

The paperwork required was a 
complete history of Valdez’s life, outlined 
in the application form, and a dossier 
which reflected the nature of the couple’s 
relationship. LEGIT advises all couples to 
collect a file about their relationship, 
including such things as pictures of the 
couple together, rental agreements with 
both names on them, telephone bills, 
“family” memberships to gyms — basically 
any documents which prove you are a 
couple. Additionally, letters of support 
from friends and family can also prove 
useful. Proving the validity of the 
Bronski-Valdez relationship was relatively 
easy; there were the annual Canadian 
stamps in Valdez’s passport and there was 
also the longevity of their relationship. 

“One of the things we had going for 
us was the fact that we’d been together for 
five years,” says Bronski. “At one year 
[the officials] can be a little dubious, at 


the process 


see 


for equal treatment under Canadian 
immigration law,” said Chris Morrissey, 
co-chair of LEGIT. Morrissey herself was 
involved in a high-profile 1992 case which | 
required her to challenge the definition of i 
“spouse” in the Charter after her same-sex | 
spouse, Bridget Coll, was denied entry to | 
Canada..“Since then, same-sex partners | 
have been granted access to Canada on an | 
arbitrary, case-by-case basis on | 
humanitarian and compassionate grounds. 
We call upon the Government of Canada — 
to end the hypocrisy of processing | 
lesbians and gays through the back door | 
instead of recognizing us openly as | 
members of the family class.” ) 

John Fisher, executive director of 
EGALE, echoed Morrissey’s sentiments, | i 
adding, “Canada has a moral, legal and © 
constitutional obligation to recognize us as | 
the equals we are.” | 

Individuals wishing to pursue. 
immigration for their same-sex partners | 
are encouraged to contact LEGIT at the | 
addresses below. 


LEGIT-TORONTO 
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two years or more they’ re more likely to 
see the relationship as legitimate and 
serious.” 

Bronski describes the experience as 
being very emotional, and not something 
an outsider would necessarily understand. 
Although he speaks about the process 
casually, Bronski makes it clear that it 
would have been very difficult to 
complete without the involvement of 
LEGIT. 

“LEGIT is an excellent organization. 
They really have their hearts in the right 
places. It’s just people talking to people,” 
says Bronski, adding that he and Valdez 
intend to attend future LEGIT meetings to 
help other couples facing immigration. 
“There’s very little structure to the 
meetings, very little bullshit. They’re just 
very real — very committed to helping 
people get through the process.” 

On May 15, Valdez returned to 
Canada as a landed immigrant. He plans 
on becoming a Canadian citizen. 
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Tinseltown glitters brighter 


IVAN SERGEI AND 
JOHNNY GALECKI, 
THE OPPOSITE OF SEX 


by Benjamin Peters 

There’s a definite pink tint to the sky over 
Tinseltown these days. 

More and more gay characters are 
finding their way into mainstream movies but, 
better still, more gay movies are being made. 
These gay films are not just screening at gay 
festivals but in malls across the U.S. and 
Canada. (Europe, Britain and Asia have 
always embraced gay-themed movies as 
mainstream fare. It’s just North America 
that’s tried to ghettoize them.) 

Two of the leaders in this new wave of 
gay films are Don Roos’ scathingly funny The 
Opposite of Sex and Lisa Cholodenko’s 
powerful drama High Art. Both films have 
received rave reviews from critics across 
North America. 

The Opposite of Sex is the story of a 16- 
year-old Lolita who decides to destroy the 
tranquil life of her gay half-brother and his 
drop-dead gorgeous boyfriend. It’s a fast, 
funny farce that Roos admits he wrote “for 
gay men and their girlfriends. I’ve always felt 
there haven’t been enough films made 
specifically for gay people. 

“T sat down to write a movie with gay 
characters I recognize as a gay man myself. 
So many of the gay characters you see on TV 
and in the movies are well-meaning, warm, 
fuzzy square people who really don’t exist 
except on celluloid, or if they have they aren’t 
in my circle of friends. 

“IT gave my gay characters the kind of 
edge real gay people have.” 

Roos admits he’s in trouble as far as his 
parents go. 

“They haven't seen it yet but I have a 
feeling theyll be fleeing out of the theatre. 
They live in Pittsburgh and with my earlier 
films [Roos wrote Love Field, Single White 
Female and Diabolique| my dad would 
always say he liked the film but didn’t think 
the language was necessary. This one is going 
to be a real assault on his ears.” 


Christina Ricci plays the central 
character in the comedy. She eventually does 
seduce the young gay hunk played by Ivan 
Sergei, one of the stars of John Woo’s TV 
series Once A Thief. 

Roos is amused that in her interviews, 
Ricci has said that the movie is essentially 
about her cleavage. She says Roos spent an 
inordinate amount of time focusing on her 
ample boobs. 

“She’s flattering herself, really, because 
as a gay man I didn’t really notice them. I was 
concentrating more on Ivan’s chest. But I 
know what Christina means. My editor, who 
is straight, said the same thing when we 
started to cut the movie.” 

Roos says Sergei, who is straight, had no 
problems with the explicitly gay scene he has 
in the film with Martin Donovan and Johnny 
Galecki. 

“Ivan is much too confident with his 
sexuality to worry about playing a gay 
character. It’s really only those actors who are 
ambiguous about their sexuality who have 
problems.” 

In the case of Ally Sheedy, who stars as 
the lesbian photographer in High Art, the 
subject matter of the film touched close to 
home. 

The film is about a once-famous 
photographer who dropped out of sight for 
almost a decade by retreating into a heroin 
culture of artists. 

Sheedy, one of the original members of 
Hollywood’s Brat Pack, sums it up by saying 
“I do have an addictive personality so I can 
relate. I’ve never used heroin but I am that 
kind of extreme person so I didn’t feel I was 
exploring anything really new in this 
character.” 

Sheedy did have her own battles with 
drugs as did her former best friend Demi 
Moore, but more important to the subject of 
this film, Sheedy’s mother is a lesbian activist. 
Sheedy’s parents divorced because her mother 
publicly announced she was gay. 
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Cholodenko, who wrote and directed 
High Art, recalls that Sheedy called her about 
playing the role of Lucy. 

“IT knew who Ally Sheedy was but I 
wasn’t familiar with her work. I was flattered 
she wanted to be in the film but I still needed 
to have her read because the role of Lucy is so 
Vital to the picture. 

“She flew out to meet with me, that’s 
how committed she was to being in the film.” 

Sheedy is married to actor David 
Lansbury, the nephew of Angela Lansbury. 
They have a four-year-old child. 

Like Sergei, Sheedy had no qualms about 
the gay subject matter or the explicit sex 


scenes she has with two actresses in the film. 

“Radha Mitchell, who plays Ally’s new 
young lover, made it clear from the time I cast 
her that she wouldn’t do full-frontal nudity. 

“Ally said she didn’t care but I wanted 
the actresses to feel natural so I didn’t want 
them worrying about the nudity, that’s why 
we didn’t go with any full-frontal nudity.” 

If The Opposite of Sex and High Art can 
cross over from the art house circuit to a 
mainstream audience, Hollywood studios will 
start funding these gay movies instead of 
leaving it to small independent studios. Now 
there's something to applaud. 


Are you a Cruiser? 


Are you a car buff who happens to be 
gay? If, so, you've probably found it 
difficult to meet others who share the same 
interest. The recently formed Rocky 
Mountain Cruisers car club aims to bring 
together gay men (and women) who love 
cars-—old cars, new cars, big cars, little cars, 
domestics and imports. Ownership of a 
special interest or collector car isn’t 
necessary, but club members will be happy 
to provide lots of free advice and personal 
opinions on the right car for you! 

Club activities include participation in 
local Show n’ Shine events during the car 
show season—April to October, swap meets, 
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junkyard tours, antique car auctions, and 
social events. Cruisers maintain active 
liaison with peer clubs in the U.S.. LCCI 
(Lambda Car Club, with over 1300 
members), GAY (Great Autos of 
Yesteryear), and the Freewheelers in the SF 
Bay Area. This also allows opportunities for 
members of the Cruisers to meet others who 
might have that °67 Continental convertible 
or 59 Microbus just like yours. 

Club meetings are held monthly at 
Money-Pennies. For more information, call 
Cliff at 245.3483, or Steve at 660-6305. Or 
you can e-mail the Cruisers at 
rmcruisers @hotmail.com. 
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t Fair on 11th Street SW, 
Sunday, June 14 


“Almost 
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Spectators enjoy the entertainment 
in Connaught Park as part of the Street Fair, 
Sunday, June 14 


groups “show and tell” 
reet Fair on 11th St. SW, 
Sunday, June 14 


at the Pride Dance, 
Saturday, June 13 


“THANKS TO. ALL THE VOLUNTEERS. 
WHO MADE THE EVENTS HAPPEN 


ARGRA float and 
nnaught School, 
Sunday, June 14 


Pulled 


Bradonna hands out XTC Cruiseline free gifts at the Pride Danes, 
Saturday, June 20 


llood perform at Arena’s 
Beatnik Coffeehouse, Ed (left) and Darrell, owners of Goliath's, at their a i 
Thursday, June 18 Pride Barbeque, Sunday, June 21 . 5s» ee Aa ne Bh 
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IN BUSINESS 


by Norm Sacuta 

Jim Brown, the owner of Buddy’s Pub 
in Edmonton, isn’t big on bureaucracy or 
waiting for what he wants, even if he did 
wait for nearly twenty years before 
realizing his dream of owning a gay bar. 

Originally from Montreal, having 
arrived in Edmonton eight years ago via a 
very, very prolonged stopover in Calgary 
(he actually moved there from the East in 
1979 at the height of the boom), Brown, 
now 38, has spent most of his time in 
Alberta working in construction and 
carpentry. It was only natural that when an 
old building became available on 124th 
Street at Jasper Avenue, close to several 
other openly gay and/or gay owned 
businesses, he’d immediately show an 
interest in fixing it up. 

Buddy’s opened on May 31, 1996, 
after a five month fight with city bylaws, 
planners (they claimed there wasn’t 
enough parking), and a local resident or 
two. Outlooks spoke with Brown about the 
pub, the Edmonton scene, and what’s in 
store. 

Outlooks: Why own a pub? 

Brown: Well, you know, probably 
since I’ve been 14 or 15 I’ve always 
dreamed of owning a bar. Similar to what 
I’ve got. Before that I was buying old 
houses and renovating them, so I had a lot 
of the construction background, kind of a 
handy-man-jack-of-all-trades-master-of- 
none. So I built the whole bar, actually, 
every board, nail, screw, paint, everything. 
It’s probably just as well that it took five 
months fighting city hall because that’s 
how long it took to get everything done 
(laughs). Initially I bought Boystown [the 
street-level coffeehouse immediately 
below the current bar that is now 
Jazzberry’s restaurant]. I owned Boystown 
for a year and a half or two years, and I 
realized that, well, it was a tough go. It was 
a large space, it was prime real estate and I 
was paying high rent. I came to realize that 
it would be next to impossible to ever 
make a decent living on it. And so 
originally I licensed Boystown, and then, 
finally, leased the space upstairs to start 
the pub. 

Outlooks: There are two bars in town 
now, yours and Boots n’ Saddle, and also 
two clubs with The Roost and 109 (three if 
you include gay-friendly ReBar). How 
easy or difficult has it been to stay in 
business. Do you think a city this size can 
support five businesses of this kind? Is the 
market there or do you think there are too 
many establishments? 

Brown: No—definitely no. I believe 
there’s lots of people out there. You know, 
for twenty years there were basically two 
choices, and I think a lot of people didn’t 
go out or did alternate things like go to 
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straight pubs. I think when Buddy’s 
opened, initially of course, there were 
crowds and regulars from the different 
bars who came to check it out, and ’'m 
sure there were concerns that it might 
infringe on other businesses. But I think 
now its settled down where there’s a whole 
gang of people who come to Buddy’s who 
never usually go out and I suspect it helps 
everyone. 

Outlooks: That leads perfectly to my 
next question: do you think you’ ve tapped 
into a market that needed to be tapped 
into? Is there a hidden market in 
Edmonton (more hidden than Calgary, 
because there is still more paranoia here 
about jobs and keeping your gayness 
hidden), or am I wrong? 

Brown: No. I think a lot of the 
Buddy’s crowd, for the most part, is 25 to 
40 years of age, whereas the Roost really 
caters to the younger kids, the dancing 
kids, and Boots—simply because its been 
there for over 25 years—has catered to a 
crowd that when it started was the 25-year- 
old-crowd. Now they’re mostly 45, 50, so 
there’s definitely a gap there that needed to 
be filled. And the 25 to 40 year old group 
tends to be community-oriented. They’re 
getting their lives together, the party years 
are over, but that doesn’t mean they have 
to stay at home and hide. So if we offer an 
alternative where they can come earlier in 
the evening and be home at a decent hour, 
then it works out for the most part. The 
after-work thing, though, which is what I 
really wanted, just takes years and years to 
develop. 

Outlooks: Well, when I think of 


Buddys 


Vancouver, I think of the Royal as a great 
place to go after work. 

Brown: Yes. I love the Royal. 

Outlooks: It would be nice to see 
more of those places—like British style 
pubs—where people can sit around and 
have a conversation without loud music 
being played. 

Brown: That’s one of the comments I 
get a lot, actually, especially from out-of- 
towners. They'll do all the bars, and then 
come back to Buddy’s to say this is the bar 
they feel most comfortable in. The one 
where someone is most likely to come up 
and talk to you. 

Outlooks: Tell me about some of the 
promos or events you’ve had, or are 
planning to have in the future. 

Brown: Living Positive is doing a 
fund-raiser this Friday [June 19] and we’re 
doing the old “Slave Auction”. I can 
remember when I first came out in the late 
70’s that slave auctions were probably the 
number-one fund raiser. So we’re going to 
do that again. And of course there’s the 
underwear parties... 

Outlooks: I heard there was a bit of 
controversy about the first one. Tell me 
about it. 

Brown: The first one was in 
November of 1996. I had gone to Toronto, 
to the Barn, and the place was packed for 
theirs, and I asked the bartender “how did 
you do this,” and he said, “well, make it 
mandatory.” He said if it wasn’t made 
mandatory a few people, usually the 
wrong people, would show up in their 
underwear and nobody else would do it. 
Once they made it mandatory, there was a 
lineup at the door because there was a 
certain comfort in knowing everybody was 
going to be doing it. So we thought we'd 
do the same. I advertised it really well and 
for a long period of time, for a couple of 
reasons: obviously I wanted to promote it, 
but also I wanted everyone to know that if 
they weren’t into it, don’t show up. Well, 
sure enough somebody showed up who 
didn’t want to do it, and we couldn’t let 
him in, and at that point had I let anyone in 
who wasn’t in his underwear the rest of the 
crowd would have devoured him anyway. 
Well, he filed a complaint with the liquor 
board, and the liquor board suspended my 
license, and fined me, but I appealed and 
eventually won. Mostly on the basis that 
the liquor manual has a schedule that states 
what kind of events you are allowed and 
what you’re not. On that list was wet t- 
shirt contests. So I went to them and I said, 
“are you going to tell me that it’s okay for 
a bunch of women to get up on a table in 
their t-shirts while a bunch of customers 
throw water on them so their tits show, but 
to have somebody in their underwear, 
which has more material than a bathing 


suit, is a wrong thing? I suspected it was 
more because it was an all-gay event. So, 
they backed down—that was in February. 
And the parties have been good ever since. 
We only have two or three a year. I'd like 
to keep them a sort of novelty. I don’t think 
the next one is until August. 

Outlooks: Buddy’s is probably the 
most publicly located bar in the city, if not 
the province. Any stories, since you are so 
publicly located, of straight people 
stumbling in for a drink? 

Brown: Oh, definitely! There’s a lot 
of foot traffic, and the odd time somebody 
will see the sign, “Buddy’s Pub” and come 
in for a beer. There was a Sunday night in 
particular. A couple came in, sat at the bar. 
And a drag show was about to start. They 
didn’t know it. And they were being very 
quiet with each other and I don’t think they 
were really paying much attention to their 
surroundings. And then the show started 
and they started paying attention. Well, 
they came back the next three or four 
Sundays in a row to watch it. They loved 
it. Thought it was the greatest. 

Buddy’s Pub is located at 10116-124 
Street, where Jasper Avenue comes to an 
end. 
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by Charlene Lichtenstein 

Hot July stokes the inner flame with a 
planetary Pride march into Cancer and Leo. 
Lovely Venus and zesty Mars enter romantic 
Cancer and the expansive Sun and cerebral 
Mercury waltz into dramatic Leo. Let’s go for 
the gusto, friends. The time is ripe for 
romance and I suspect most of us are up to the 
task. 


ARIES (MARCH 21 - APRIL 20) 

Gay Rams are advised to centre their 
activities closesto#homeswhere their sense of 
well-being lies this July.“Family issues and 
unresolved matters involving the dominant 
parent in your life may take a turn for the 
better. This is good as long as you don’t 
compromise to pleasé others. Be your proud 
self and stop schlepping all that cockamamie 
ancestral baggage around. 


TAURUS (APRIL 21 - MAY 21) 

Venus and Mars set your sights on a 
particularly delightful goal this July and once 
stubborn gay BullS»get«Something stuck in 
their craw, they cannot, be dissuaded. 
Opportunities abound in social situations so 
get yourself properly situated with the right 
crowd and wax »poeti€ with your wry 
observations, Ask and you shall receive. But 
first, decide what you really want. 
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ACROSS 

2. Stretching into 
shape 

8. Supermodel male: 
Mark ___ 

11. Street number of 
Pride Fair (spelled 
out) 

12. Asian female 
royalty or Courtly 
queen 

14. Second fiddle to 
Banff or Jr. 
Conran’s first 
name 

16. Queer coastal 
tour group 

18. Movie heartthrob 
who insists he’s 
not gay 

20. Straight cowboys 
come out of them, 
gay cowboys can 
also go in 

24. Comedy 
Network’s campy 
judge 

26. Black Death was 
one, AIDS could 
be called one 

27, Richard Gere 
was more concen- 
tration than camp when he 
bared all in this Broadway 
play 

29. Free during Stampede or 
after a good trick 

30. AIDS Calgary’s newly- 
launched project 

31. Multiple buttocks or mules 4 

DOWN 

1. He was the first to occupy 
Hollywood's sissy Square: 
Paulas 

3. Marching for a cure 

4. Dial-a-dick-chatter 


is) 
NI 


____ lesbians 


nation 


Around ___ 


a 8 BERR 


BEwOREEE 
Booed 


5. Commemorative Gay 
Games tulip name 
6. Sapphic Sisters In Skirts: 


9. Food to inspire the mood 
10. “We're here, we’re queer, 


13. This month, She Gets 


15. KLF’s country crooner’s 
gone to mu-mu land 

17. Coverboy Leo topped 
People’s most ____ list 


GEMINI (MAY 22 - JUNE 21) 

Gay Twins learn to control their finances 
in July when'!both Venus and Mars make a 
green mountain out of a pile of pennies. Hey 
big spender, why not let that golden touch 
grab onto one of our charities or political 
organizations? You have the wisdom and the 
wherewithal to.set some major changes into 
motion now, thanks to the expansive Sun and 
intellectual Mercury. 


CANCER (JUNE 22 - JULY 23) 

Happy birthday proud Crab! This is a 
month to shine_assyOUr personal magnetism 
reaches a high-lustre level. Thanks to feisty 
Mars, July offers you ample opportunity to 
show the immé€diaté,world what you can do. 
Venus adds a touch of pink panache so don’t 
hide in your shelly Friends’ may not understand 
your wild ways right now but don’t let them 
cramp your style. 


LEO (JULY 24 - AUGUST 23) 

Queer Lions score big karmic points by 
getting involved inge@ major gay community 
effort. The more you give, the more you get: 
be generous and magnanimous. Pioneering 
Mars strongly#suggests/ that you blast your 
closet off its himges and toss Out any 
psychological debris that holds»you back from 
true affirmation. The Sun has some juicy 
rewards for especially tidy Lions. 


clues & words by Outlooks staff 
puzzle compiled by Mike Rieger 
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18. Three sided symbol 
19. This Waxy comedienne is 
gemstone brilliant 


21. Two’s company; ‘sa 


7. Edina’s park or Gay Games party 


22. A whiskey daddy is a 
Master ___ 

23. Operations guideline or 
male porn mag 

25. Edmonton's gay June film- 
fest: ___ Queer Testings 

28. Silence Of The Lambs 
psycho: ___ Gumb 


—answers on Page 27 


VIRGO (AUGUST 24 - SEPTEMBER 
23) 

Queer Virgins, like most folks, thrive on 
strong friendShipsyyLhismulyscharming Venus 
and active Mars energize your social circle and 
pull you into its wild epicentre. Friends 
reaffirm your personal pride and give you great 
self-confidence. Who knows what can happen 
when a Virgo is so inspired? Take it to its 
logical conclusion and turn a cousin into a 
kissing cousin. 


LIBRA (SEPTEMBER 24 - OCTOBER 
23) 

Concentrate on your career: the planetary 
push of facile Venus and. directioned Mars 
points to professional success. Proud Libras 
attain palpable gains in any Career effort if they 
work at iteWhy do I think that your goals are 
more gloss than grit? Maybe because even the 
most OnerousstasksegossmoothlysGlaw for it 
while you can, bubbele. Next month you could 
go hungry... 


SCORPIO 
NOVEMBER 22) 

Personal transformation takes shape this 
July. (Or maybesyou"reyjust mellowing with 
age?) Travel is likely with both Venus and 
Mars lighting your way. Buy a ticket and get 
going, proud Scorp: it may bethe perfect 
opportunity for you to find your inner voice. 
And who knows who may be waiting for you at 
the end of the rainbow? Let’s hope it’s not a 
troll. 


(OCTOBER 24 - 


SAGITTARIUS 
DECEMBER 22) 

Gay Archers are not usually motivated by 
sexual conquest but the delightful combination 
of romantic Venus and aggressive Mars pokes 
you in the embers.«FeaSt while you can, lover: 
this planetary push won’t last forever and the 
wind can go out,of your sails before you know 
it. In the meantime, strive for inner fulfillment 
alone or with a friend. 


(NOVEMBER 23 - 


CAPRICORN 
JANUARY 20) 

July heats up partnership issues so expect 
to share your hopesf and dreams with a 
significant otherelf you aren the search mode, 
use the lucky combination of charming Venus 
and aggressive Mars to ‘set. your course of 
action. Gay Goats Sometimes need a friendly 
push because they tend t@Jaek self-confidence. 
No problem, baby, you are high on spunk now. 


(DECEMBER 23 - 


Find Peace and 


Confidence! 


Through a 
Live Personal Psychic! 
1-900-451-9174 
Ext. 9639 


$3.99 per min. 
Must be 18 yrs. 
Procall Co. (602) 954-7420 


AQUARIUS (JANUARY 21 - 
FEBRUARY 19) 

Aqueerians will be amazed at how a little 
body work couldhave such dramatic effects. 
Both Venus and Mars accentuate and define 
your best assets... ‘OK, your body too. That is, 
of course, if yots.do thé »propepexercise and 
diet regime to make the possible probable. 
Think “nude beach” and tone those pecs. The 
glorious Sun’brings you a big’surprise after the 
24th. 


PISCES (FEBRUARY 20 - MARCH 
20) 

How much fun can a gay Fish have? It 
depends upon how you usethe splendid energy 
of creative Venus\and zesty Mars this July. 
Enjoy your freéstime.While you can. Any 
project that you undertake now can become a 
personal masterpiece. The’secret is to apply it 
to your day to day job or long term career. 
Grow a rose garden in concrete. 
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best results, read both your Sun sign and 
Ascendant. For a free calculation of your 
ascendant, send birthdate, time, place name 
of this publication and _ s.a.s.e. to: 
LICHTENSTEIN, P.O.B. 1726, Old Chelsea 
Station, NY, 10011. Check out my website 
AccessNewAge.com/Stargayzer 
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_ single old fashioned copper 
pot still from a mash of 
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( ‘oak barrels. 
Centuries later this 
whisky remains true — 

to Joshua Booth’s 
riginal vision. 
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_ increating | 
Gooderham & 
Worts Lid. whisky, our 
Master Blender’s goal was 


_ lo achieve a new generation — 


of Canadian whisky. 
: Using a har ious 
blend of full flavouren ae 
aromatic malts and elean : 
base Whiskies, he has 
created a perfectly balanced. 
well rounded Whisky. a 


CALGARY 


Inspired by the first 
adian whisky distillery, : 
built by James Worts _ ap 
and his brother-in-law. 


ini B32 ihisisa 
ennine old fashioned 
Gooderham & Worts Lid. 
, Whisky. True to its 
hand-crafted nature. 
this smooth, naturally distilled — 
whisky is produced in 
small batches. 


EDMONTON 


Like the lay 


ered brieks | 
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Century 


| Gooderham & Worts Lid. 


distillery, quality rye, 
®ak aging and attention 
to detail are the 
building: blocks of 
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Palatable pleasures 


4s 


PROUD 


MICHAED 
WITH HIS. 
CANADIAN WHIS 


Few could argue that a healthy 
appreciation of oral pleasures is not part of 
the homosexual birthright, surpassed only by 
colour sense and ironic humour. It is little 
wonder, then, that the spirit tasting held by 
Corby Distilleries on the 16th of June was 
such a hit with the lavender set, overt or 
otherwise. 

Presided over by their creator, Master 
Blender Michael Booth, in the Crystal 
Ballroom of the Palliser Hotel, the evening 


Discounts 


Large Wine 
Selection 


was a “coming out” party of sorts for three of 


Corby’s newest signature whiskies: 
Gooderham & Worts Ltd., Pike Creek, and 
Lot 40, united under the banner of the 
Canadian Whisky Guild. These were the 
creations of seventh-generation blender 
Booth himself, who drew on one hundred 
fifty to two hundred years heritage to bring 
his blends to life. According to Booth, this 
collection will “...appeal to those who like to 
start or sample new trends, but at the same 
time ...appeal to our traditional consumers 
who may welcome the variety.” This distinct 
and tasteful collection forms a holy trinity in 
the realm of world-class spirits, each 
displaying its own unique flavours and 
personality under the aegis of blended 
whiskey excellence. According to 
international spirits expert James Murray, 
who sampled the trio at a tasting in the 
twelfth-century dungeon of England’s 
Windsor Castle, Corby’s latest offerings 


possessed their diversity, 
ranging in flavour from “toffee-vanilla” 
(Gooderham & Worts Ltd.) to “fruitness” 
(Pike Creek) to “spearmint chewing 
gum” and “kumquat” (Lot 40). And 
Murray should know. Regarded in 
international circles as one of the best 
palates in the industry, James Murray 
has not only sampled whiskies from 
all over the world, he has catalogued 
his findings—good and bad—in a 
book entitled Jim Murray's 
Complete Book of Whiskey. At 
the Windsor tasting, tutored by { 
Murray for a group of one 5 
hundred, Gooderham & Worts 
Ltd. was singled out as the 
only Canadian label chosen to 
rank amongst fifteen of the { 
world’s most prestigious. 

Like fine wines, these 
distinguished blends are 
best experienced ‘neat’ in 
their purest form, and most 
spirits connoisseurs shud-der at the 
thought of mixing such refined liquor with 
anything as pedestrian as Coke (a very North 
American habit, to be sure). One can also 
safely assume that such palate-inhibiting 
mayhem can occur with the reckless use of 
small ‘c’ coke as well... 

As far as we can tell, neither Corby’s 
nor Michael Booth have issued a disclaimer 


strength in 


of 
the “don’t try 

this at home” variety, so 

interested parties may feel free to try these 
latest offerings in the comfort of their own 
homes. Inquiries can be made at your 
favourite local vendors. Proceed with 
caution and enjoy. 


These tasteful new 
Canadian whiskies 
now available at these locations: 
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Large selection of premium products 


Premium wines, bottles or cases 
Specializing this month in 
Corby’s Canadian Whiskey Guild 


1 mport Beers 


- Proud to stock - 
Corby’s new 
Canadian Whisky Guild 


La 


Premium 
Hard Liquor 
Brands 


Calgary International Airport 
D042 - 2000 Airport Road N.E. 
Ph: 291-6170 Fax: 291-5481 


Delivery 


4th Street Liquor & Wine 
Available 


Your convenient neighborhood liquor store. 


99-1919 
IG_1919 
ape 


1010 10 
10 to midmeht 
Ilw8s 


Monday—Thursday 
Friday—Saturday 


Sundays & Holidays 


Seniors receive a 5% discount on every purchase 


4th Street SW 


6 off on case purchases of wine 


| broad selection of spits, wines and beer. 
1809—4th Street SW 229-1919 


10° 


4th Street Liquor & Wine 
4th Street Liquor & Wine 


1809—4th Street SW 


11556 Jasper Ave., Edmonton 488-9375 
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Mom’s The Word milks motherhood 


“If you've ever been a parent, or 

wanted to be a parent, or known a parent 
or tried to understand parents or, heck, 
just wanted to marvel at the sacred 
miracle of life and bust a gut at the 
everyday idiocy of contemporary existence, 
then you should see Mom’s The Word.” 
—lan Gillespie, 

The London Free Press 


Mom's The Word is a wildly funny and 
deeply touching play about motherhood— 
the good, the bad and the ugly! Traveling 
across the ocean from Melbourne, Australia 
to Calgary, Alberta, it will be showing at the 
Martha Cohen Theatre from July 12 to 
August 9. 

“Mom's The Word is the perfect choice 
for raucous summer entertainment designed 
to keep everyone—women, men, parents, 
grandparents, uncles, aunts, and singles—in 
stitches!” said Alberta Theatre Projects 
Producing Director D. Michael Dobbin. 

Mom’s The Word was created five years 
ago when the six theatre professionals 
began experiencing first hand the shock of 
motherhood. As Barbara Pollard explains 
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s..Canada T2T 2M7 ¢ (403) 287-3838 American Express and Discover. 


“one reason for the images of us with our 
fingers over our lips is that no one ever tells 
you what’s involved in motherhood.” Lisa 
Carson adds “I gotta have something more 
creative to express than just breast milk!” 

Nominated for Best Play of 1998, 
Australian National Theatre Green Room 
Award (the Aussie equivalent to a Tony 
Award) and winner of two _ Jessie 
Richardson Theatre Awards in 1995 for 
Best Original Play and also the Best 
Collective Creation/ Performance in 
Vancouver, Mom's The Word enjoyed sold 
out performances in Melbourne, Saskatoon 
and London, Ontario. 

Mom’s The Word is an evening of 
humourous stories, “mom” ologues, 
anecdotes, and everything else as six very 
talented writer/performers illustrate what it 
means to be amom. All six moms have two 
children, suffer from sleep deprivation, and 
have some of the most outrageous stories 
you ve ever heard—all of them true. 

The main floor of the Martha Cohen 
Theatre will be transoformed into a full 
service cabaret with drinks and snacks 
being served to your table before the 


Join us for a fun poker run through 
the foothilis and mountains to 
raise funds for little Alia Harding 

Sunday, July 26 


YO SEVEN DAYS A WEEK 
Creamy Flavours 


Visa » M.Card + Enroute « Diners. , 


oy 


performance, at intermission and directly 
after the performance. Tickets are $28.00 
for main floor cabaret tables with drink 
service, and $18.00 for all other seats where 
patrons are encouraged to purchase drinks 
and snacks in the lobby, bring them into the 
theatre and join in the fun. Groups of eight 
or more will save 20% and groups of four or 
move save 10%. 

Mom’s The Word was created, written, 
originally directed and is performed by 
Linda A. Carson, Jill Daum, Alison Kelly, 
Robin Nichol, Barbara Pollard, and 
Deborah Williams. 


Refreshments, prizes and fun! 


For more details, call Mychelle at 
295-6254 or Sue at 230-4636 
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Deadline to register 
for Greai Alberta 
Campout 1998 — 
- approaches 


From 197 campers in 96, to 292 
in 1997, the Campout’s goal is to max 
out in 1998—300! 

The Gay and Lesbian Association 
of Central Alberta (GALACA) would 
like to welcome you to their fifth 
annual = Alberta-wide summer 


campout, September 4-7,1998. 

While costs for food and liquor 
have gone up, the organizers have 
done their best to keep other costs 


down while accomodating many of the 
su ons from those who attended _ 
. If pre-registering, the fee for 

eekend is $30, which includes a 
wiener roast on Friday, a pancake 
breakfast on Saturday, and admittance 
to two evening dances. 

However, space is limited to the 
first 300 pre-registrants, and the 
deadline is August 11,1998. 

For more information about the 
Great Alberta Campout, call Lori at | 
403-347-3754 or 340-2198 during 
evenings oron weekends. 

_ Any written correspondence can 
be addressed to: The Great Alberta 
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With mother as the chef, this family owned Thai Restaurant 
has been serving fresh home cooking since 1990, 
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Calgary by John Gilchrist on CBC Radio and the internet’ 
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A Secret Life 

Written by Anonymous, 
published by Masquerade 
Books, Inc. 


Review by S.G. Hirthe 


There are many things in life that 
we find exciting and thrilling. None 
more so than our first sexual 
encounter. 

In the novel, A Secret Life, we 
share this experience through the eyes 
of a young man, Charles Powerscout. 

We are taken through the 
emotions, embarrassment and the 
curiosities within him. These are 
feelings that we, as readers, have at 
one time or other known, from the 


shyness of undressing in front of 
elation of 


another man, to the 
receiving a compliment from another 
of the same gender. 

Summarizing such encounters, the 
author states, “I have never 
experienced anything of this sort 
before and though I did not feel sure 
whether it was wrong or not, a keen 
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A sensual Secret 


sensation of pleasure had come over 


inion 

Many people different 
experiences in coming out; for some it 
was good, others bad. The one general 
thing that we have all known is the 
high: mental, emotional, or physical. 

And this book pulls us back in 
time to when we first explored these 
feelings. 

Charlie, raised by a middle-aged 
Scottish nurse and a tutorial governess 


have 


to the age of 18 years, is unaware of 


the world around him and holds a very 
innocent view of life. 

His father, Thomas Powerscout, 
Lord of the Manor of Woodbury’s, has 
chosen to isolate his son from both the 
people who work on his estate and the 
families who live in the surrounding 
area. 

When it comes time for Charlie to 
further his education, opportunities for 
exploration arise, particularly when he 
meets Robert (Bob) Rutherford. 

This other character is responsible 
for the new and exciting feelings 
Charlie experiences through group 


1610 10th Street SW Calgary 
403 244-7750 


encounters in the _ school 
dormitory. Bob is a 
authority in the dorm, 


disciplinary actions into 


sexual 


taking 
his 
hands and orchestrating the secretive 


own 


and mysterious meetings of the 
Society X, where the young men 
“amuse” themselves in various 


different ways. 

All of the encounters in this novel 
take place in less than a week at 
Charlie’s new school, but will awaken 
in the reader (or re-awaken) the 
potential of all life’s pleasures. 

As the anonymous author states, 
“It is hard to imagine a more 
innocently sensual time for one’s first 
encounter with the erotic.” 

Imagination is what will bring this 
book to life. 
profound resonance, 
emotion. 

If you can get your hands on it, 
don’t let it go, this is one book that 
should be in every library. 

A Secret Life is available at Little 
Sister’s Book and Art Emporium, 
Vancouver B.C. 604-669-1753. 


texture, and 


figure of 


It is a non-stop read of 


> 
° 
8 
< 
t--) 


$4.95 (CANADA $5.95) + 


A Senet Life 


ANONYMOUS 


PHONE COST FROM YOUR BILL 


722 8TH STREET, CANMORE, ALBERS 


678-28 80C 


OUTLOQKS July’98 


AIDS CALGARY 


A community 
projeci 


by Collin Smith, the Men’s 
Project 

When I was asked by both AIDS 
Calgary and the Gay and Lesbian 
Community Services Association to head 
up the Men’s Project, I was both excited 
and frightened. This project is an 
important one to both 
the gay community 
and the city in general 
and I was worried that 
I wouldn’t be up to the 
task. 

First of all, the 
project’s goal is to 
provide HIV/AIDS 
community outreach 
to men who engage in 
homosexual sex in 


community and should respond to its 
specific needs. Where are the resources 
needed? What kinds of information and 
materials are required? How are 
individuals accessing information about 
safer sex practices and safer needle use? 
These are not questions I can answer but 
ones I want to ask so 
that I can help address 
these issues in a way 
that will help make it 
easier for us all to 
prevent the  trans- 
mission of HIV and 
other sexually trans- 
mitted diseases. 

I have had the 
great pleasure of 
meeting many people 


Calgary, with a focus in the first month of 
on the high-risk this endeavor. You 


populations such as 
young gay/bisexual 
men and those whose 
sexual activity is concentrated in public 
places. We also want to be a source of 
information and material that promotes 
safer sex choices for gay and bisexual men. 
As we near the turn of this century, with 
new advances in drug therapies, it is harder 
than ever to remind people of the 
importance of prevention. 

Secondly, the project is beginning just 
as the community is gearing up for a 
number of big events. June saw Pride 
Week activities as well as the ARGRA 
Rodeo and the summer months see many 
Visitors to our city with events like the 
Stampede. Many of us use July and 
August to travel, just as some of our best 
athletes will do when they head off to 
Amsterdam. Summer is a bustling time as 
we meet new people and see new places. It 
is certainly an exciting time for our 
community and the last thing we want to be 
worried about is disease transmission. 
Unfortunately, it is one of the most 
important things for us to keep in mind. 

Advancements have been made in 
treating people living with HIV and AIDS 
and, while this is encouraging, we should 
not allow ourselves to feel that we have 
nothing to worry about. In 1998 there is 
still no cure; we have not won the battle yet 
and AIDS is still claiming people’s lives. 
What we can do as a community is work 
together to prevent transmission. This is 
the goal of the men’s project, AIDS 
Calgary, and the Gay and Lesbian 
Community Services Association. 

I realized that the only way this project 
would work is if we involved the 
community. This project belongs to the 
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may have seen me 
_handing out condoms 

at the Pride Parade and 
other recent events or run into me at the 
offices of either AIDS Calgary or GLCSA. 
It is exciting to know that I am involved 
with the community that will help to beat 
the virus that has claimed so many of our 
lives. 

This is something we can win only 
through working together. It will take the 
participation of businesses, groups, 
agencies and individuals to make this 
project a success. The Men’s Project wants 
to become involved with all areas of the 
community and is looking for input and 
suggestions from everyone. This is a new 
approach and that is the exciting part. We 
can use this as an opportunity to learn a lot 
about ourselves both as individuals and as 
a community. 

Over the next few months I want to 
make myself available in businesses and 
other locations where men are meeting so 
that I may hear concerns from members of 
our community and provide resources to 
those interested. I will also be working to 
improve accessibility to information and 
materials (such as condoms) in the areas 
most convenient to the people who want to 
use them. I look forward to meeting with 
you and discussing the needs that you see 
in our city. 

If you are interested in making 
recommendations, suggesting ideas or 
even becoming involved with the project as 
a volunteer you can reach the Men’s 
Project at 819-3775 or leave a message 
with the Gay and Lesbian Services 
Association at 234-8973 or AIDS Calgary 
at 228-0155. 
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Saturday, July 11 ¢ noon to 2pm 

Thursday-Thursday & The English Bay Bowling Leagues present 
BOWLARAMA 

fun bowling for all ages 

Park Royal Bowling Lanes 


Sunday, July 19 ¢ 10 pm 

THROB 

a pride performance with Milan & her premier dance troupe 
Celebrities, 1022 Davie 


Saturday, July 25 ¢ noon to 7 pm 

PRIDE SPORTS PICNIC 

wacky games & races, beverage garden & food vendors 

a proud send-off to Team Vancouver before they go for gold at 
the Gay Games 

Prospect Point Picnic Area, Stanley Park 


Saturday, July 25 ¢ 9 pm 

Vancouver Gay Volleyball Association presents 
KICK-OFF TO PRIDE: PROUD ANGEL 
Odyssey, 1251 Howe 


Friday, July 31 ¢ 9 pm 
RED LANTERN PRIDE 


Asian theme dance party for gay & lesbian Asians & friends 
Club 23 West, 23 West Cordova 


Saturday, August 1¢ 9 pm 

House of Venus presents 

THE PRIDE BALL 

with Girlina & Candis Cayne from NYC 
Celebrities, 1022 Davie 


Sunday, August 2 ¢ noon sharp! 
THE PARADE 


along Denman Street & Beach Avenue to Sunset Beach 


celebrate >> 


Sunday, August 2 ¢ 2 pm to 5 pm 

THE CONCERT 

sponsored by Denny's on Davie & Virgin Megastore 
featuring Carole Pope, Tara McLean, Yve and more 
food & drink, vendors & info booths 

Sunset Beach Park 


Sunday, August 2 ¢ 2pm to 7 pm 
THE PARTY 

celebrate at the city's largest t-dance! 
West End Community Centre 


Sunday, August 2 ¢ 6 pm to dark 
FESTIVAL IN THE PARK 


AIDS Vancouver's 15th anniversary event 24 
with a fiery lantern procession, jugglers, musicians, food. Free! 95; 
Ceperley Picnic Area, Stanley Park 


Sunday, August 2 ¢ 7 pm to 11 pm 
QUEER TRIBE II: THE YOUNG VELVET MARTINI 


sponsored by XtraWest ; 
queer youth dance & cabaret for under 25s £ va s 
Roundhouse Community Centre at 


Sunday, August 2 & Monday, August 3 

5th ANNUAL RILEY CRUISEY T 

a special duo cruisey T weekend on the MV Britannia 
Sunday False Creek cruise boarding at 5.30 pm 
Monday Indian Arm cruise boarding at 4.30 pm 
departing from the foot of Denman 


Monday, August 3 ¢ 11 am to 2pm 
PRIDE BRUNCH 

Eat & schmooze 

Romano's Macaroni Grill, 1523 Davie 


for more info or to volunteer, contact the Pride office 
tel 604.687.0955 © fax 604.687.0965 
www.vanpride.org 
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A crash course in Gaia culture 


by Alex Alexander 

Gather in, all you lads and especially 
lasses, it’s time for a brief lesson in 
mythology. According to the Ancient 
Greeks, the Earth is not a lonely globe 
endlessly circling an indifferent sun. 
Instead, our little blue planet is a benevolent 
goddess named Gaia. And let me tell you, 
brothers and sisters, she’s been through hell! 
In a nutshell, her paranoid brother knocks 
her up a few dozen times, then swallows all 
her children as they are born. Taking none 
of that “barefoot and pregnant” crap, she 
exercises original “grrl power’ and keeps 
one of her children, a sprightly little fellow 
named Zeus, hidden. Together, she and her 
boy hatch a plan to teach the good-for- 
nothing bum a lesson. Yada yada yada, all 
the kiddies are freed and daddy gets 
“Bobitted”. Go girl! But wait, what thanks 
does Gaia get? Zeus proclaims himself 
overlord of everything including the kitchen 
sink, and poor Gaia, the true mother of us 
all, gets ‘relegated to a minor deity. 
Harrumpf! 

Well, thank goodness for the fine folks 
at Vancouver-based Gaia Adventures. 
Offering tours of the vicinity around this 
particular part of Gaia’s body, the company 
is the only tour operator in British 
Columbia exclusively coordinating outdoor 
adventures for women. Gaia has a number 
of scheduled events planned for the summer. 
Each of the following scheduled excursions 
include transportation from downtown 
Vancouver, a hearty lunch, a naturalist to tell 
you which berries are safe to eat, and a guide 
to make sure you don’t get lost. 

In July, there are three tours from which 
to choose. First and foremost, you can 
tramp & camp for three days through the 
old-growth temperate rainforest of the 
Carmanah Valley July 3,4, and 5. Carmanah 
is home to some of the world’s largest 
spruce trees, many over 400 years old! Your 
tour begins at 8:00am at the Horseshoe Bay 
ferry terminal. Once in the park, you'll be 
led on the Upper Valley Trail for 6 km (2-3 
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hours) where you will pass the Three 
Sisters, purported to be the most famous and 
most often photographed trees in the valley, 
not to mention century-old fir, cedar and 
western hemlock. You’ ll also find Canada’s 
tallest tree, a 312-foot-high, 400-year-old 
Sitka spruce known as the Carmanah Giant. 
In the valley, spruce groves have attained a 
bio-mass - basically the weight of living 
matter per acre - twice that of a tropical rain 
forest. Leave the raw steak at home, though, 
*cause black bears, raccoons, deer and 
cougars roam the park, sharing the grounds 
with smaller mammals and a variety of bird 
life. Sound like your cup of herbal tea? 
Make your reservations now and get ready 
to hand over the all-inclusive $350. 

If you'd rather take things one day at a 
time, you can reserve ahead for a full day of 
mountain biking on the logging roads 
around Alice Lake. Located in the general 
vicinity of Whistler, breathtaking scenery is 
guaranteed. This trip leaves July 18, so start 
practicing your rock-jumping now! If you'd 
rather be closer to Vancouver, yet still 
experience a mountain, you can hike in 
scenic subalpine meadows and rocky 
outcrops of the North Shore’s Mount 
Seymour. There’s still time to hone your 
yodeling skills—this trip is scheduled for 
July 25. 

Not quite ready to commit? Well, while 
in Vancouver, you can arrange your own 
custom tour. There are a number of tours 
available at all times, ranging from 
categories of ‘easy’ to ‘challenging’. All 
you need to provide Gaia with is 24 hours 
notice, a minimum of three adults (men or 
women), and $150 per person. Don’t be 
frettin’ about what to bring: your raingear, 
day pack, lunch, and transportation from 
downtown Vancouver is all included as well. 

An example of an “easy” bike ride is a 
mountain trip around the Boundary Bay 
dike in Delta, about a 30 minute drive from 
downtown Vancouver. You'll enjoy four 


hours of easy riding, sensational views and 
great 


birdwatching. Boundary Bay is 
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High Quality Affordable 
Folkart, Clothing, 
Handcrafted Jewelery 
from around the world 


Lots of summer sales! 


| 1132 Kensington Rd. NW : 
283-6537 


bordered by true salt marsh, the beds of eel 
grass and other marine vegetation that 
provides a feeding ground for vast numbers 
of migratory waterfowl and shorebirds. 
Bike rentals may be arranged for an 
additional $14.95, complete with the figure- 
flattering helmet to protect your melon. 

If you’re feeling extra peppy (and 
you've got the muscular endurance to prove 
it!), try a “challenging” hike. Arrange an 
8:00 am to 5:30 pm trek 1lkm up the 
Stawamus Chief, a great rock mass that 
towers over Highway 99 just south of 
Squamish. About an hour’s drive from 
Vancouver, the Chief offers superb rock 
climbing and exhilarating trails leading up 
to three different peaks. You'll discover the 


Paka fh aeAgNeD Siete youlwk 


654 Nelson Street at Granville. Vancouver. Canada. For Reservations 1 888 605 5333 


summit view of Mount Garibaldi and the 
snow-capped Tantalus Range, as well as 
spectacular views of the Howe Sound. This 
is a full 8:00 am to 5:30 pm day, so get 
plenty of naturally-induced sleep the night 
before! 

Interested? You can contact Gaia 
Adventures all sorts of ways: 

875 East 31st Avenue, Vancouver, BC, 
VSV 2X2 

Tel: (604) 875-0066 

Fax: (604) 875-1926 

Email: ala02941 @bc.sympatico.ca 

Internet: www.vancouver-be.com/Gaia 

Contact: Catherine D’ Aoust 


Free publicity! 
Alex will write about your upcoming event 
or function for Outfooks. Increase your 
exposure to frequent Vancouver visitors. 


Call 1-888-228-1157 for details, or fax 
information to (403) 228-7735. 
Outlooks is Alberta's monthly gay 
publication with a circulation of 
20,000 copies. 
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email: info@hoteldakota.com www.hoteldakota.com Ask for special IGLTA Rates. 
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HOW TO RESPOND TO A REPLY # 


Send your letter to: 


CLASSI 


101 


office employment 


Part-time bookkeeper, familiar with Intuit 
QuickBooks (PC), flexible hours, daytime, 
evenings, or weekends. 228-5517. 


202 
homes for rent 


Altadore bungalow, very clean, main 
floor, 2 BR, hardwood, single garage, quiet 
street, 2 blocks to Safeway, large yard, 
avail. July 15. $895 monthly. 245-2765 


203 


shared accom. 


Calgary, Crescent Heights: three mature 
roommates to share house with owner. 
$315 + 1/4 utilities. Close to everything. 
No pets or tobacco. Available September 
Ist. Call 1-403-341-3337. 


Gay male professional seeks gay male 
roommate to share executive style fur- 
nished condominium along the river. Rent 
negotiable. Call 264-9790 (leave mes- 
sage). 


204 


accommodations 


Rooms and Suites in 
Downtown Calgary 
$25 - $100 per night 


SERVING THE 


The Dragon Fly Inn 
Nelson, B.C. 


Our late Victorian home offers 
guests two antique appointed bed- 
rooms, 


sumptuous breakfasts, an 
outdoor hot tub; all enjoyed with a 
fabulous view of Kootenay Lake. 


Raylene & Laura, 1016 Hall 
Mines Rd. (250) 354-1128, Fax 
(250) 354-1128 


205 


accom. wanted 


Three gay guys with one very well- 
behaved dog looking for house to rent. Two 
bedroom plus basement. Excellent refer- 
ences. Call Doug at 228-5517. 


Wanted for Aug. Ist, suite within 10 min- 
utes of downtown, must accept medium- 
sized dog (quiet) up to $400 a month. Call 
James at 270-0827. 


305 


general sales 


EXPRESS VIDEO 


Over 1,000 
gay male 
movies to buy 
or rent! Hot 
new releases: 
hard to find 
classics; mail 
order too! Visit 
or write to: 
Express Video, 
#202, 11745 
Jasper Ave., 
Edmonton, 
Alta. TSKONS. 
Ph:403-482-7480. 


Bl 
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402 
friends 


Darn nice guy, gay, 36, professional. 
Looking for friends only. Am fit and a nature 
lover. If you enjoy conversation, adventure, 
and laughter, let’s talk. Reply #1138 


GWM, 20, seeks same, 20-30, for lasting 
relationship. Must be honest, mature, sincere 
N/S with great sense of humour and apprecia- 
tion for the arts. Reply #1139 


Cranbrook, B.C. middle-aged GWM wants 
to meet others, same or younger, for friendship 
and possible relationship, Can entertain at 
home or travel to meet you. Reply #1140 


Hi, stud. I left note and number on your sil- 
ver-grey Ford parked behind Glenora B&B in 
March. Contact Greg 453-9016 after July 1. 

Tall dark handsome ISO taller darker world- 
ly got it all but need more GSOH. Nonsmoker, 
masculine, versatile, alien rippling hulk, mature 
cultured intrigue same different. Reply #1141 


34, 6’0”, 185 Ibs, blue, light brown, average 
build, reserved personality, seeks male 25-40 
for fun, friendship, maybe more. Reply #1142 


GWM, 230 lbs, 6°2 1/2”, blue eyes, mus- 
tache, short grey hair, bear T/P into rodeo cow- 
boys T/P camping, cooking, movies, quiet 
times at home. Looking for somebody between 
30-50, same. Photo please. Reply #1143 


Recently freed boy, a little lonely, looking for 
dominant partner. 25-45. There has to be some- 
body out there that knows what they want. 
Reply #1144 


Looking for an aggressive partner? I’m 34 
and willing to entertain most ideas. Calls from 
around the province welcome. Reply #1145 


Me: GWM, 150 Ibs, 5’9”, N/S. Together 
we'll be: honest, creative, successful, best 
friends, fun, healthy, adventurous, loving. It 
really is time we met! Reply #1127. 


Looking for hot daytime encounter. No fat- 
ties or femmes. Role playing a plus! Reply 


PEN PALS WANTED 


Young, honest, handsome gay 
19/178/65, would like to break solitude 
with your help. I need strong and sincere 
friendship. Let’s plan our future together. 
Iam waiting for your letters in English to: 
Alexandr Scherbec, P.O. Box 852, 
Kharkov-2, 310002, Ukraine 


RUSSIAN boy from Ukraine, 22 y.o., 
176 cm, 70 kg, very handsome, athletic, 
smooth, masculine, would like to meet an 
honest, sincere man for the real friendship 
My address is: Vadim Ivanoy, 
Kharkov-105, 310105, 


and love. 
P.O. Box 8362, 
Ukraine 


Brazilian HI'V- GWM w/Mediterranean 
look, 37-180-94, out of drugs & non- 
smoking, abstemious, very romantic, 
w/tender soul & non-effeminate. Slightly 
possessive, stubborn, honest, reliable, 
frank & sincere, routine-minded, disci- 
plined, widely-traveled, polyglot, gradu- 
ate. Marcelo Reis, Poste Restante, 20001- 
970 Rio, Brazil. 


403 
models & escorts 


Slender, smooth bodied male available for 
nude modelling. Professional or amateur. 
Edmonton only. Contact me at email address 
writeon @ hotmail.com 


404 


dating services 


ALL MALE ACTION 


Meet and talk to other hot men! Call 777- 
9481 in Calgary, and 413-7144 in Edmonton 
for free trial membership. Find whatever you 
are looking for! 


405 


announcements 


Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. ; #1057 
. _ = INTERNATIONAL GAY E-mail: exec.express @v-wave.com } ; Ladies, are you interested in exchanging 
Calgary, Alberta T2T OB2 COMMUNITY FOR ae ee: eg Sey ee tesa power with other women? I’m trying to initi- 
Mark on the OUTSIDE of the envelope the number you OVER ONE YEAR 401 S for in and travel. Must be into outdoors ate a women BDSM group in Calgary. Please 
wish to reply to. Outlooks will forward to the advertiser. and quiet times. Reply #1084. contact Christine @ B&B Leatherworks, 236- 
massage Young, professional shy hairdresser. Newly _ 7072, if interested. 
JOHN OR PETER out, not into bar scene. Looking for best friend ATTENTION GALACA CAMPERS 
(403) 209-0111 SOOTHING COMFORT first, possible relationship later. Big kid at 


Diners Club 
International” 


enRoute 


HTTP://WWW. CADVISION.COM/JOHNEDUL/T1ST 


Find the perfect roommate. 


Run a classified ad in Outfooks. 


Put yourself in good hands; relax and 
enjoy a caring massage by Larry, licensed 
and certified, men and women welcome. 
606-1812. 


heart. Reply #1128. 


I'm a 28 year old male, live in the Beltline, 
clean cut, handsome, interested in meeting the 
same, age 50-55 for casual encounters. Reply 
#1129. 


Too much outdoors getting you down? 
Good times, dance music and plenty of one on 
one attention are only minutes away, 15 min- 
utes to The Other Place, #4-5579 47th Street, 
Red Deer. Open 4 pm. Phone 342-6440. 


CLASSIFIED ORDER FORM 


CURRENT DEADLINE: JULY 22, 1998 - ALL ADS PLACED ON OUR WEBSITE FREE OF CHARGE 


First 25 Words: 
Additional 25 words or less: 


SL iy 
FIR S 


$20.00 


$10.00 
Entire ad in Bold: $10.00 
Headline: $10.00 


Photograph (/’x7” B&W): 


$15.00 


Border Around Ad: $15.00 
Reply Number Forwarding: 


$5.00 


SUBTOTAL per month: 
FREQUENCY: 


3 issues: SUBTRACT 10% 


NAME: PAYMENT OPTIONS: (ciRGLE ONE) 

ADDRESS CASH - CHEQUE - MONEY ORDER 6 issues: SUBTRACT 15% 
VISA - MASTERCARD - DINERS CLUB ; F 9, 

CITY: PROVINCE: CODE: 12 issues: SUBTRACT 20% 


CARD NUMBER: 
EXPIRY DATE: 
SIGNATURE: 


ADD 7% GST: 
GRAND TOTAL: 


DAY PHONE: HOME PHONE: 


ALL PHONE NUMBERS APPEARING IN 40S MUST BE VERIFIED * SIGNATURE REQUIRED FOR CREDIT CARD PURCHASE 
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405 
announcements 


MY HEART BELONGS TO YOU 


Visiting from Toronto to Edmonton. Met you May 8 at the 
Roost on the patio. You wore jeans, boots, and a tank top. I 
won’t use your name, but will know it if you reply. We spent 
time together. Left without getting a number or address. I 
would like to hear from you. Reply #1146 


FIRST NATIONAL SURVEY OF LESBIANS, GAY 
MEN AND BISEXUALS IN CANADA 


Stand up and be counted. For more information or to obtain a 
survey booklet, contact EGALE at toll free 1-888-204-7777. 


407 


general 


Intuitive counseling via Tarot. Relaxation therapy and stress 
management. For appointments, please call 686-6669. 


601 
accommodations 


The Mountain Berry Inn 


Vacation with class at the Mountainberry Inn. A country 
hideaway overlooking the Shuswap Lake. 40 private acres. 
6 minutes off the Trans-Canada highway, midway between 
Calg. and Van. Lovely cottage or B&B available. Group 
rates too! (250)835-8891. 


THE BLACK ORCHID MANOR 
Pe 


Our Edwardian B&B is noted for its homey atmosphere 
and personal friendly service, just blocks from Highway 
#1 (16th Ave NW) and central to Calgary's nightlife. Two 
private rooms with private baths, and two private rooms 
with shared bath. Large decks and hot tub overlook the 
garden area. Ample parking. Web site:http://plaza.v- 
wave.com/paladin/blackorc.html Phone (403) 276-2471. 
Email Ithrman@canuck.com 


RESTS 
FOXWOOD BED & BREAKFAST 
Z Located in the heart o 

Calgary & Western hospitali- % 
ty! A beautiful 1910% 

| Edwardian home, located in® 
prestigious Mt. Royal, with ae 
charming antique decor. Very # 


comfortable rooms with? 


Queen size ‘pillow top’ beds, fine linens, cable color TV % 


& ‘handmade’ robes. Awake to our ‘homemade’ full 
breakfast. Close to clubs, restaurants and shopping. 
Discover Calgary and the Foxwood for business or plea- 
sure. 


MOUS DIRECIORS 


PUDA (THE ATTIC) 


CLASSI 


business services 


Window cleaning int. ext. specializing in residential service 
over five years in Calgary. For free estimate call 287-9499. We 
also offer residential painting services. 


702 


business opportunity 


GREETING CARD COMPANY FOR SALE 


Well-established gay and lesbian greeting card company, great 
North American client base, inventory, office equipment, 271- 
8340 (Calgary), out of town 1-800-692-7775. 


event listings 


CALGARY 


ATTENTION MOTORCYCLISTS: Join us for a fun poker 
run through the foothills and mountains to raise funds for Alia 
Harding, Sunday July 26th. For info call 295-6254 or 230- 
4636. 


AIDS WALK 1998: September 27th, 1998, Eau Claire mar- 
ket. Cities all across Canada are participating in either a 5 km 
or 10 km walk to help raise funds for the Canadian AIDS 
Society. For information or to pick up pledge forms for the 
Calgary AIDS Walk call AIDS Calgary @ 228-0155. For 
sponsorship opportunities call The Event Group @ 543-1509. 


Alberta Theatre Projects and the Nat Christie Foundation 
presents Mom's The Word at the Martha Cohen Theatre, July 12 
to August 9. Don’t miss the hottest comedy of the summer! 
Tickets $28 cabaret seating or $18 regular seating at 
TicketMaster or call 294-7402. 


From August 10-21, 1998, the Calgary Society of 
Independent Filmmakers and EMMEDIA Gallery and 
Production Society will be running their Annual Summer 
Media Arts Camp for Teens in which students will produce and 
present their very own film or video production. Classes run 
from 9 to 5, Monday to Friday and the total cost is $250 + GST. 
Please contact Nick Monahan at 205-4747 for more info or to 
register, 


Please join GLSCA and CNC for their Stampede Breakfast 
at Money-Pennies, July 5, 10 am to 2 pm. Admission is $6.50. 


Queerword answers ...see puzzle on page 19 
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Theatre Alberta presents Dramaworks, Theatre Workshops 
for People Who Love Theatre, July 4 - 12, 1998, and the Adult 
Theatre Summer School, the Citadel Theatre, Edmonton. For 
more information call 403-422-8192 or 1-888-422-8160. 


Sunday, July 5, Team Edmonton presents Second Annual 
Garden Tour and Garden Party. This is also the send-off party 
for athletes for the Gay Games V in Amsterdam. For more 
information call 988-4612. Email: shomann@shaw.wave.ca 


Tangled Ice Webs, presented by the National Ice Theatre of 
Canada at Edmonton’s 17th Annual Fringe Festival, August 14 
- 23. Tickets are only $8, and are available at the Fringe Box 
Office (10330-84 Avenue) starting August 6. 


RED DEER 


The Great Alberta Campout 1998, September 4-7, 1998. 
The greatest campout of the year. Pre-registration deadline is 
August 1, space is limited. Call Lori at 347-3754 or 340-2198 
evenings and weekends. 


Theatre Alberta presents Arts Trek ‘98, a summer theatre 


record, 

listen S&S 
respond 

to ads 


FREE! 
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EDMONTON 


program for teens, July 5 - 19, 1998, Red Deer College. For 
more information call 422-8162 or 1-888-422-8160 
SASKATCHEWAN 
Gays Only Weekend at the Spring Valley Guest Ranch, 
Cypress Hills, Sask. July 31 - August 3. Call Jim 306-295- 
4124 for more information or reservations. 


VERNON, B.C. 


North Okanagan Gay Organization holds gay dances: 
August 15, and October 31 at the Eagles Hall in Vernon. For 
further info you can call 542-4842 or 558-6198, or e-mail 
nogo @junction.net. 


PRINCE GEORGE, B.C. 


Second outrageous Pride day: September Sth, 1998. Contact 
Rob Pearson at rpearson@mag-net.com 


This one did. Take out an event listing in Outlooks and 
make sure your event gets the attention it needs. 


DONT BE ALONE 


PICK UP THE PHONE 


Simple and direct. 
Find the man you need 
by listening to hot ads. 


THE 
| CONFIDENTIAL} 
| CONNECTION® 


Make the right call!" 


Calgary 


403-216-7777 


Edmonton 


403-414-1401 


use access code: 4307 


©1998 Movo Media, Inc 


www.confidentialconnection.com 


Just $2.99 per minute for certain optional features. 18+. Movo Media, Inc. takes no responsibility for personal meetings. 800-825-1598 


(ea) 


From: All Worlds Video 

Starring: Pavel Dubcek, Daniel Kalvoda, 
Jan Nova’k, Jiri’ Dvora’k, Milan Pi’sek, Michal 
Holub, Petr Svoboda, Oldrich Skoda, Zdenek 
Beran, Radek Havel, Jaroslav Kri'zek, Andel 

Running Time: 80 minutes 


Prepare yourself for erotic innocence under 
the eaves of the attic with this new video from 
Czechoslovakia, featuring twelve unpronounce- 
able new names in porn movies. All the 
different players, different positions and 
different moves will make you feel like you’ve 
won with a Czech mate—even though you may 
not have understood the story. This movie 
should win an award for best foreign film, 


particularly since it’s missing those annoying 
subtitles that take your eyes away from the hot 
action. 

After climbing numerous flights of stairs to 
reach the attic, only the very young could have 
the energy to perform the sexual feats seen here, 
enhanced by the strains of classical piano music. 
Without being able to understand the story this 
could be vaguely reminiscent of watching an old 
silent movie where the pianist helped to create 
the climactic moments for the audience. 

Perfectly-proportioned young European 
male bodies are blended together in scenes that 
could only happen in historic, old buildings. 
When taking a bath requires heating water over 
a wood fire, then hot action takes on a new 
meaning for both young studs involved. 


A rooftop courtyard provides the ultimate 
privacy for two friends to complete their 
threesome with a young, shy soldier. Without 
the possibility of any onlookers, it’s the perfect 
hideaway for three young studs to enjoy. 

If a picture’s worth a thousand words, then 
there’s no need to understand the story in this 
movie in order to enjoy it to the fullest. The 
erotic visuals speak for themselves. 

Review sponsored by Express Video, #202 
11745 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, (403) 482- 
7480. Email:exec.express @yv-wave.com 


RATING: ouT OF FIVE POSSIBLE STARS 


MUSIC: tek Ak SET: tk & 
BODIES: kkk STORY: 227222 


ACTION SCENES: *&*&*& 
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by Allan Cahoon 

It’s less than one month and counting to 
what will be the Gay and Lesbian event of 
the 20th Century, the Gay Games 
Amsterdam 1998 (Friendship through 
Culture and Sports). “Although our 
reservations for accommodation are not 
what we expected,” says Ron Boonacker, 
President of Holland Arrival, “we are 
getting a lot of last minute requests, 
particularly for cheaper rooms.” Boonacker, 
who is the Accommodations Director for the 
Gay Games, stated that “reservable rooms in 
Amsterdam are virtually full for the Games, 
but some accommodation is still available in 
the surrounding towns and cities.’ The 
problem, according to Boonacker, “now 
seems to be getting flights in and out of 
Amsterdam.” “We had expected more 
participation from North America,” says 
Boonacker, “our numbers are down 1/3 
from our initial estimates but interest from 
Europe is building, and they tend to make 
their bookings at the last minute.” 

“We are very excited with the way 
things are coming together for the Games” 
says Games Director of Public Relations, 
Francis Cox. “We are expecting over 
12,000 participants and up to 200,000 
According to Norm Althouse of 
Stonewall Connection, Canadian 
participation is down from what 
expected, due to the low Canadian dollar, 
“but what people don’t realize is that 
relative to the Dutch Guilder, the Canadian 
Dollar is holding its own, and the exchange 
rate has not shifted significantly over the 
past year.” 

For the first time, the Gay Games will 
include two parallel programs: sport and 
e€ promised a party, and that’s 
what we are going to deliver,’ Cox says 
proudly. From parties to art exhibitions, 
from swimming to bridge, Gay Games 1998 
promises something to suit every taste. 

Highlighting the festivities will be the 
Opening and Closing Ceremonies and if 
they weren’t enough of a party, an official 


visitors.” 


was 


culture. “ 
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Destination Amsterdam 


opening and grand final closing party. 
Eurovision song contest winner Dana 
International of Israel will sing at the 
Opening Ceremonies on August 1. Joining 
her will be Bjorn Again performing 
everybody’s favorite ABBA hits, and the 
Weather Girls singing their legendary gay 
anthem /t’s Raining Men with chore- 
ography that will include hundreds of 
dancing sailors and Italian star Riccardo 
Cocciante. Dana, the controversial trans- 
sexual singer, will perform her winning song 
Diva as well as her hit Power. Also featured 
will be Cheers San Francisco, popular high- 
energy performers whose routine draws on 
popular dance culture and acrobatics, and 
the Dutch Musical star Mathilde Santing, 
who will also be a participant in the 
swimming competition. 

The Amsterdam Dockyards will be the 
location of the official opening and grand 
finale closing party of the Gay Games. 
According or organziers, “we have managed 
to sign international artists such as Jimmy 
Sommerville, Right Said Fred and Grace 
Jones and you can expect a surprise guest to 
be announced later.’ This huge venue in 
Northern Amsterdam will be transformed 
into a “Palace of Swing” with large stages, 
an indoor luna park, and an indoor street of 


entertainment, with international DJ’s 
handling the music. 
In order to keep the Games “safe.” 


70,000 free condoms will be handed out to 
participants and visitors, along with a 
Passport for Pleasure and Friendship, a 
small informative booklet on safe sex. The 
most ambitious education and information 
project is the European Rainbow Quilt Tour 
for the End of AIDS. Eleven countries will 
host the Quilt Tour, which will end in 
August during the Games and be displayed 
in Amsterdam’s Vondelpark, 

“We hope to award 24,500 Gay Games 
medals,” says Cox, “with all of the 
participants receiving a specially designed 
Participant’s Medal.” The Gay Games will 
also be commemorated with a specially 


created official Gay Games tulip, named 
appropriated “Friendship.” It’s a pink tulip 
which has been fifteen years in development 
(in flower circles this is a lengthy ‘coming 
out’ time). Although its bulbs will be 
available for sale throughout the Games, 
unless you get an agricultural clearance 
form, you won’t be allowed to bring them 
back to Canada. 

“Gay Games Amsterdam 1998 offers 
something for everyone, not just the athletes 
and artists,’ say Gay Games officials. 
“There will be a wide range of activities that 
promise to offer plenty of — fun, 
entertainment, performances, and a chance 
to celebrate being gay and lesbian.” One of 
the biggest surprise events of the week 
promises to be the Canal Parade, organized 
by Gay Businesses Amsterdam. This 
colorful parade of boatloads of gays and 
lesbians from all over the world, 
appropriately attired, will wind its way 
through the most beautiful canals in the city. 
“Tt will sure stand out” says Cox and, “...tell 
the world were queer and we’re here!” 

Getting the message out, will be part of 
the 40 some exhibitions related to the 
Games that will be held in the city’s 
museums and art galleries. According to 
games officials, nearly all major museums 
are cooperating to show work that in one 
way or another relates to gays and lesbians 
and to the Games. The large scale 
Community Art Program will provide an 
interactive element to the cultural side of the 
games and allow spectators to watch artists 
of all abilities work at creating special Gay 
Games works. 

The sports program consists of 30 
competition and 6 demonstration sports. 
*We’ve had to drop wind surfing, but many 
of the events are nearly full, with ice hockey, 
badminton and bridge already closed,” 
states Cox. “Event Tickets are available, but 
we expect some finals, especially 
bodybuilding and ice dancing, to be full by 
the time the games start on August 1.” 

Eight days of parties, at various 
locations promise to provide something for 


two locations, promises to be “fun and 
exciting with retro-music, light shows and 
lots of glitter’ according to organizer Ron 
Boonacker. In Dam Square, the largest stage 
in the City will be constructed for the 
Games, and for six nights international stars 
will be preforming for up to 20,000 
spectators. On Thursday August 6, at the 
Grand Hotel Krasnaplosky (on Dam 
Square), a Wedding Party will be held, with 
the grand ballroom turned into a fabulous 
wedding room. 

In the centre of Amsterdam, Friendship 
Village, a special Gay Games site, will be 
built. Here you will be able to meet friends, 
eat, check out the sights and, of course, 
register for your sporting event or cultural 
activity. “We will have a desk to welcome 
the Canadian delegates at the airport” says 
Althouse, “and will maintain a hospitality 
desk in the Hotel Krasnaplosky in order to 
service our clients’ needs.” 

Social politics will also be an important 
part of the Gay Games. Amnesty 
International and HIVOS will focus 
attention on lesbian and gay human rights 
issues. “Coming Out” workshops and 
speciality workshops on law, HIV/AIDS, 
Activism in a Global Perspective, and gay 
history will also be scheduled. A three day 
Women’s Festival will be held in 
conjunction with the Games and feature 
theatre, dance and music programs along 
with various workshops and scheduled 
activities. The band Rockbitch (which was 
refused entry into Canada) will be on hand 
to entertain. 

Gay Games Amsterdam 1998 is a 
chance for participants, spectators and 
friends to come together, demonstrate to the 
world their unique talents and skills, and 
bring their own individual meaning to the 
Game’s official slogan “friendship through 
Culture and Sports”. It will truly be a time 
to show ourselves and the world the exciting 
diversity and achievements of the gay and 
lesbian community. It will also prove to be 
a great place to party! 


WESTWAYS GUEST HOUSE 


http://www.westways.ab.ca 


Travel packages for the Gay 
Games still available 
by calling 


every style and taste. From women’s nights 
to leather parties, country and western to 
y : “Moss rave, Amsterdam will be where IT is 
happening. Starting off the celebrations is a 
“White Party” on July 31st, followed by a 
“Black Party,’ Wednesday August 5. A 
nightly “Descend from Heaven” party at 


Summer is here and it 
is the time to golf or 
hike and bike the fan- 
tastic mountain trails 
that surround Fernie, 
then relax in the hot 
tub. The fishing is 
great, the scenery spec- & 
tacular, and nature is 
close by. Wake up in the morning to beautiful 
mountain views from your comfortable bed- 
room. You deserve to be pampered in our 
spacious Heritage Home with great hospital- fe 
ity and value for money. 


Stonewall Connection 


1-888-22-TRIPS 


peep yy not required. 


ADVANCE SECURITY SYSTEMS 
& INTERCOMS INC. 


#104, 1207 - 11th Avenue S.VW 
PH: (4083) 229-9229 


202 4A Avenue, Fernie, B.C. 
(250) 423-3058 


Home Automation Systems * Burglary * Fire * Custom Window Bars 
+ Closed Circuit TV * Phone & Fax Security 


July’98 QOUTELEQKS 


STUDIOS LTD. 
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KILDONAN MANAGEMENT & REALTY LID. 
1410, 715 Stihh Avenue S.W. 
Specializing in inner-city sales and services 
for over 20 years 


BERNARD SECKER JASON SMITH 
TEL: 269-1458 CEL: 630-5963 TEL: 269-1458 CEI: 630-2310 


Reaifors and propery monagement for 
residemiial & commercial properiies 


#2 140 11th Avenue SV 
Tel 262 7066 


It has been nearly a year since 


Outlooks interviewed Paul Harris and Residential Sales Professional 


Terry Warke, proprietors of Red Deer’s 
Sunworks garden accessories shop, in the 


Calgary and Surrounding Area 
For outstanding professional 4 dedicated 
service you can rely on 


August *97 business profile. Since then, 
the two have wrapped their green thumbs Ria 


Re/Max 


around pens and cameras to produce The 4996 1995 


& 1997 % 1996 
Million 


Prairie Water Garden, recently released by 
Red Deer College Press. Beautifully 
illustrated with colour photos, renderings, 
and diagrams, and full of comprehensive 
information on flora and fauna resilient 
enough to tough out prairie life (much like 
many of us) this publication is the Cc ll 
definitive guide to midwest oases and a a 


must-have for all serious gardeners. Wes Braden 
If you’re looking to add a wet spot to 
934-8626 


your Garden of Eden, check your local 
Great Alberta Campout 1998 


bookstores for The Prairie Water Garden. 
September 4 - 7, 1998 


& 1997 
100% Club 
Member 


Dollar Clu 
Member 
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INDIVIDUAL CAMPING FEE OF $30 
(IF REGISTERING BEFORE AUGUST 1 DEADLINE) INCLUDES: 
° THREE WHOLE DAYS OF FRIENDLY CAMPING FUN! 
¢ WIENER ROAST DURING FRIDAY’S MEET AND GREET 

° SATURDAY PANCAKE BREAKFAST 
° ADMITTANCE TO TWO EVENING DANCES 
° AFTERNOON GAMES AND ACTIVITY PARTICIPATION 


SPACE IS LIK 
Prive iL 


Address written correspondence to: 
The Great Alberta Campout 1998 
Box 1078, Red Deer, Alberta, T4N 6S5 
Or for more information, 
call Lori at 403-347-3754 
or 340-2198 evenings and weekends 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Pride; 

The Pride Week Committee in the 
National Capital was able to obtain this letter 
from our Prime Minister. Please take all the 
steps necessary to share this with as many 
Canadians as you can. I would ask that you 
recognize that this letter was in reply to a 
request made by the Pride Week Committee 
in the National Capital Region. 

Happy Pride to all! 

Yvon Vaillant 

Chair, Pride Week Committee (National 

Capital Region) 


Text of Jean Chrétien’s letter: 
I am pleased to extend greetings on the 
occasion of the 1998 Pride Week Festival. 


One of our society’s greatest sources of 


strength is its diversity. This year’s 


Dear Freddy, 

I need your help to figure out how to 
make someone gay. I’ve been sleeping 
with this amazingly-built straight guy for 
about a month now, but he still insists on 
staying with his girlfriend in a relationship. 
What can I do? 

Frustrated F**ker 


Dear F**ker, 

Hmmm. It seems you've satisfied the 
“has sex with men” part of the test—just 
what exactly were you looking for to 
complete this picture? Aside from the 
highly dishonourable aspect of sleeping 
around on his girlfriend (with a willing pig 
like you, no less) it appears you possess a 
sizable chunk of the prime action. What 
else is it you want—a lisp? Dirty socks 
messing up your floor? Pilsner spills on 
your tchotchkes? Bathtub rings? Why not 
leave the gritty hetero-bits to his poor 
girlfriend and reap the benefits of your 
situation, which, by the way, you are 
missing out on by wasting both of our time 
with such a silly question. Back to work! 

—Freddy 

P.S. For God’s sake wrap that thing up, 
dear, if he’s this fast and loose, you 
probably aren’t the only one with whom 
he’s lodging his todger. 

Cheers, F. 


commemoration of the 50th anniversary of 
the United Nations Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights provides us with an 
opportunity to reflect on the principles of 
tolerance, fairness, and freedom that are held 
so dear by Canadians. They have helped us 
build a country recognized internationally as 
the best in the world in which to live and 
where its citizens take pride in the fact that, as 
Canadians, we can be different and equal at 
the same time. 

This proud commitment is clear in the 
words of the Canadian Human Rights Act: 
“all individuals should have an equal 
opportunity to make for themselves the lives 
that they are able and wish to have... without 
being hindered in, or prevented from, doing so 
by discriminatory practices based on race, 
national or ethnic origin, colour, religion, age, 


Dear Freddy: 

After two years this relationship’s 
going nowhere. How do you break up 
without involving axes, firemen, or police? 
How do you solve a mate’s request for 
50%, when he came with nothing, 
contributed little and cost a lot? 

Free At Last 


Dear Free, 
Forgo pleasantries—involve the axe. 


Dear Freddy, 

During the recent Pride festivities I 
noticed many new faces that I have never 
seen out and about before. This was 
especially true at the street fair and the 
Pride dance. I have been wondering where 
these people go during the rest of the year. 
Do you have any ideas or suggestions? 

Sincerely Mystified 


Dear Mystie, 

Sweetheart, you’re as baffled as I— 
who knew there were so many places to 
hide? My best advice is to traverse all 
quadrants of the city, hinting that you might | 
be “bi-curious” as often and as loudly as | 
possible. Provided you can run fast enough | 
when the situation dictates, ’m sure you’ ll 
have homos swarming all over you like | 
flies on dog—well, let’s just say everyone | 
loves a good project. 

Sond 


Write to me, dears 
All letters become the property of Outlooks and are subject to editing. 
Write to: Dear Freddy, c/o Outlooks, Box 439, Suite 100, 
1039 17th Ave. S.W. Calgary, AB T2T 0B2, 
or e-mail to outlooks @cadvision.com 
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sex, sexual orientation, marital status, family 
status (or) disability...” 

As with anything precious, these 
principles must be nurtured and protected. We 
must continue to work hard and ensure that 
Canada remains a country of inclusiveness, 
tolerance and justice. Pride Week is an 
opportunity for all Canadians to reflect on 
these values which unite us all. 

Jean Chrétien 
Prime Minister of Canada 
Ottawa 


Dear Editor, 

First of all I must congratulate Outlooks 
and all the people involved for supplying such 
a quality service to the LGBT community. I 
do have a concern about the recent coverage 
of the Canadian Gala Festival in Edmonton. 
After attending the festival, I anxiously 
awaited the June issue of Outlooks which I 
was sure would contain stories and articles 
which would immortalize this amazing event. 
Being involved with the choral movement for 
almost 10 years may have biased me, but I 
found your coverage of this most important 
event sadly lacking. Furthermore, the one 
article with the most coverage of the event 
seemed tainted with bitterness toward 


Edmonton’s Pride co-ordinators. This was the 
biggest LGBT “non-Pride” celebration in 
Canada this year. Choristers from all over the 
continent came to attend and celebrate in 
song. It was a powerfully moving experience 
for all the attendees. The overflowing 
emotions of love, pride and affirmation that all 
of us felt at the festival are just hinted at in 
your article. I wish I could write a story that 
would truly cover the festival which would fit 
into the space that “Letters to the Editor” are 
usually allowed but I know I can’t. To truly 
report on such an event takes more than a 
letter or even a few columns. A full page story 
would have started to do justice. 
John E. Dul 
Calgary’s Rocky Mountain Singers 


Editor responds: 

Dear Mr. Dul, 

Due to extreme space limitations, a very 
diverse demographic, and the fact that we ran 
a preliminary piece on the event (Sing It To 
Me Sweet!, May ‘98, page 26) we made a 
decision to limit further coverage of the GALA 
Festival to a re-cap. We apologize if this feil 
short of your expectations, or the tone of the 
piece was in any way offensive. 

—Ed. 


Sign your name and include your address and phone number. All letters are subject to editing--and 
please, no more than 400 words. Write to: Letters to the Editor, Outlooks 
Box 439, Suite 100, 1039 17th Ave. S.W. Calgary, AB T2T 0B2 or e-mail to outlooks @cadvision.com 


Rie Podera Lilestyie, Farsishines, 


_Alberta’s most progressive furnishings, 
_ translates your needs into-cfeative ~ 
- furniture layouts and clear statements. 
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DKNY «¢ ICEBERG JEANS +¢ DIES E : i 

FANS OF LONDON « D+G > Ea FANS « MATINIQUE > 
JOHNSON - BISOU BiISOL ee OKAY - ICEBERG 

* DIESEL JEANS « Fyzy es OF LONDON « D+G 
REPLAY JEANS « pie BISOU BISOUW 
TODD OLDHAM + D JEANS « F/S 
PUSCH - 4 YOU + FAN O+ * REPLAY JEANS 
MATINIGUE -« BETSEY JOHN Pa CIS ae, * TODD OLDHAM 
DKNY « ICEBERG JEANS + DIESEL JEANS - F/8 * PUSCH - 4 YOU 


141111 STREET SW 228.6100 


Featuring 


¢Turn of the Century Canadiana oak 
¢ China and glassware from various eras 
¢ 1950’s chrome table and chair sets 
¢ Original oil paintings, watercolors & old prints 


ANTIQUES - COLLECTIBLES - ART 


1218-10 AVE. S.E. 
ON [0th AVE, ONE BLOCK SOUTH 
OF THE GARRY THEATRE 


TEL: (403) 262-3446 
RUSS J. RAYMOND 


The Wine Min 


THE HOME OF NO-HASSLE WINEMAKING 


EASY ACCESS FRONT DOOR PARKING 
CARRY OUT SERVICE 


YOU ARE 
NOT ALONE! 


We match 


Help line is all advertised 
available specials. 
nightly Why shop 
to Ii pm anywhere 
else? 


Starter 
package 
$39.95 
with purchase 
of any 
wine kit 


 YASTE 

SATISFACTION $5.00 OFF 
WINE STARTER PACKAGE 
Calgary's best selling starter package. 


$3.00 OFF 


WINE CONCENTRATE 


32.600 OFF 


Beer MALT 
EXPIRES JULY 26/98 


North East 


Monterey Square 
16 Ave. & 68 St. NE, 


280-6614 


North West 
South Parking Lot, 
Market Mall 


288-1880 


Shawnessy 
Bay 11, 245 Shawville Blyd, 
Macleod ‘Tr at 162 Ave, 


254-5122 


South 


Fairmount & Southland Dr. 
115-9919 Fairmount Dr. SE 


225-1083 


Hunterhorn Plaza West 
6558 4 St. NE. 3916-17 Ave. S.W. 


275-8733 240-4488 


